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Court oF inquiry. The United States Ga- 
zette states that the court of inquiry in the case of 
commodore Elliot was organized on Monday last, 
and sits every day at the Philadelphia navy yard. 
It consists of commodores Stewart Biddle, and Pat- 
terson. John M. Read is judge advocate, and Josiah 
Randall acts as counsel for comunodore Elliott. 





Gen. Gratiot. We learn from the St. Louis 
Republican, that the jury in the United States 
> court, in the case of the United States vs. 
en. Gratiot, retired on Friday morning, the 12th 
ult. under the charge of the court. When the 
» court adjourned on Saturday the jury were still in 
' session, being unable toagree. The court having 
adjourned over until Monday morning, at 10 
o’clock, they were still detained, and had not agreed 
upon their verdict. 


URS worn dat 


TreasuRY Norzs. Treasury depariment, May 
1, 1839. The whole amount of treasury notes au- 
thorised by the act of October 12, 1837, has been 
issued, viz: $10,000,000 00 
’ Of that issue there has 
been redeemed the 
sum of 8,900,929 55 
_ Leaving outstanding of the first issue 
the sum of $1,099,070 45 
- Inlieu of those redeem- 
' ed there has been is- 
> sued under the act of 

2ist May, 1838 

Of that issue there has 
» been redeemed 1,926,310 76 

Leaving outstanding of the second is- 

sue the sum of $3,783,499 25 
The amount issued under the provi- 

sions of the act of 2d March, 1839, 

is 2,080,985 14 


EES RANI oo 


a 
Cea Ree ae eee 


$5,709,810 01 





Making an aggregate outstanding of $6,963,554 84 





And of the old issues an aggregate of $4,882,569 79 
Levi Woopsury, sec. of the treasury. 
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From Frorrpa. A letter, tothe editor of the 
Savannah Georgian, dated Gary’s Ferry, E. F. 
- April 20, notices the arrival of general Macomb at 
>that place, and says he is empowered to treat with 
» the Indians, allowing them to remain in the terri- 
' tory within prescribed limits. The letter adds:— 
| “As soon as they become aware of this, it is thought 

that the war will be at an end. They are rather 
_ tired of it—They have been prevented from mak- 
/ing their crops of corn, and their ammunition is 
» nearly exhausted.” 


» Gen. Macomb was expected to leave the Ferry 
shortly for Fort King, more in the interior of the 
) Indiae country. Five companies of the 2d dra- 
f00ns were to leave ere long for the north; head 
quarters, Baltimore.—Allof the 4thartillery, save 


one company, capt. Harvey Brown’s, have left for 
> the north. 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. William 

F. Haile, collector of the customs for the district 
| 0! Champlain, in the state of New York, vice D. 
B. McNeil, resigned. 

Benjamin Rush Petriken, register of the land 
Office at Du Buque, in the territory of Lowa, vice 
J. Worthington, resigned. 

Edwin McNamee, receiver of public moneys at 

elena,in the state of Arkansas,vice Davis Thomp- 
Son, resigned. 

__ Dennis Prieur, to be collector at New Orleans 
after the 80th June next, in the place of J. W. 
reedlove, resigned; to take effect on that day. 
Francia S. Beattie, collector of the customs at St. 
larks, Florida, vice Ambrose Crane, removed. 

George R. Girault, register of the land office 
at Chocchuma, Mississippi, vice William Van Nor- 
han, resigned. 

(son J. Plume, assistant ‘collector of the cus- 
— for the district of New York, to reside at Jer- 

+ ty City, vice Aaron Ogden, deceased. 
ames R. Thompson, surveyor and inspector of 


he revenue for the port of Town Creek, Mary- 


Henry Howison, to be justice of the peace for 
the county of Washington, in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Miirary Aacapvemy. The following gentle- 
men have been invited to attend the ensuing ex- 
amination of the cadets of the United States mili- 
tary academy, to commence on the second Mon- 
day in next month: 

Gen. G. Temple Winthorp, Massachusetts, 


Gen. John Pickering, do. 

Hon. John McKeon, New York, 
Gov. W.L. Marcy, do. 

Hon. Byram Green, do. 

Hon. R. C. Grier, Pennsylvania, 
Rev. Wm. R. De Witt, do. 

Hon. Thomas M. Petiit, do. 

Col. Wm. Draton, do. 

Dr. Charles Magill, Maryland, 
Johnson Reynolds, esq. Virginia, 
Abrm. W. Venable, esq. North Carolina, 
Rev. J. Bachman, South Carolina, 
Wm. H. Ellet, esq. do. 

Dr. C. Milton Reese, Georgia, 

Col. F. Jordan, do. 

Rev. J. J. Bullock, Kentucky, 
Abrm. Littleton, esq. Tennessee, 

B. M. Atherton, esq. Ohio, — 

Hon. Wm. Hendricks, Indiana, 

Gen. Thomas A. Smith, Missouri, 


Gen. J. R. Fenwick, United States army. 





Mr. De Wirt, late Charge d’Affaires at Guate- 
mala, who committed suicide on board asteam boat 
on the North River, was said to have been dismiss- 
ed by the president, and that this, with the pecu- 
niary embarrassments with which he was threaten- 
ed, induced him to perpetrate the fatal act. The 
following is the Globe’s accourt of Mr. De Witt’s 
reception and treatment by the president. 

‘*We were casually present when Mr. De Witt 
called to see the president. He was received with 
more than politeness—with an expression of solici- 
tude for his strangely altered look. Mr. De Witt 
responded tothe president’s inquiries by stating, 
that exposure in the vessel had greatly affected him. 
In regard to the mission to Guatemala, the presi- 
dent informed Mr. De Witt, that it had been deter- 
mined to dispense with it, as not now required by 
the interests ofthe government. He told him, how- 
ever, that he might return and close the affairs of 
the mission himself. After expressing his anxiety 
for the success of the presidentin the public cause 
now in contest, and his desire to contribute to it, 
he took his leave in the most friendly manner. The 
pathos of the federal press, so faras it is made to 
turn on the president’s unkindness, is sheer misre- 
presentation. Mr. De Witt was not superseded; 
the mission was discontinued. 

LETTER FROM Mr. Hayne. From the Charleston 
Courter of the 27th ult. Messrs. Ep1rors:—Hav- 
ing withdrawn myself entirely from public life, 
and standing aloof from the party contests of the 
day, it is with great reluctance that I find myself 
constrained to notice the allusions, in your paper 
of yesterday, to my vote and remarks in the senate 
of the United States, on the nomination of Mr. Van 
Buren as minister to England. 

Your correspondent quotes a part of my speech 
on that occasion, in whieh I stated, “that if I were 
a juror in the box, sworn to give a true verdict on 
the issue made up between Martin Van Buren and 
his country, I should feel myself constrained to give 
that verdict against him.” 

On this you remark ‘‘that it was party gm 
that prompted this proceeding against Mr. Van 
Buren, and to that cause may we ascribe the fero- 
city of the warfare waged against him. To say 
the least, it was an unwise and impolitic warfare, 
and we know that it was against the judgment of 
one of its distinguished supporters, to whom our 
correspondent alludes. He predicted the result with 
unerring sagacity—he foresaw that it would be an 
element of Mr. V. B’s success—and yet the exi- 
gencies of party arrayed him in debate against his 

eliberate judgment.” 

Without further explanation, it might seem that 
I had, on this occasion, expressed opinions that I 





| land, from the first of May next, vice W. B. Scott, 
& signed, 


Vou. VI. Sic. 10. 


did not entertain, and pursued a course which was 


Now, the truth is, that the nomination of Mr. Van 
Buren, as minister to England, was seized upon as 
a suitable occasion for making up an issne between 
the two parties as to his meres as a member of gene- 
ral Jackson’s administration. His whole conduct. 
and especially his instructions to Mr. McLane, in 
relation to the West India trade, came up for dis- 
cussion, and for condemnation or approval, and the 
vote was regarded as a test question between the 
parties. If my “deliberate judgment” it was un- 
wise and impolitic in the opposition to make up 
such an issue on the question then before the se- 
nate. I believed, as it has turned out, that the re- 
jection of the nomination by the senate, would 
make Mr. Van Buren president. My political 
friends thought otherwise—the issue was made up 
between the parties, and Mr. Van Buren was put 
upon his trial. Compelled to take ground on one 
side or the other of the issue thus presented, I acted 
in conformity with my own conviction; “in giving 
my verdict against him.” ‘The grounds on which 
I then acted, are fully explained in the speech de- 
livered by me on that occasion. This explanation 
is due to myself, and to the truth of the case. In 
the controversy now going on between the friends 
of Mr. Clay and Mr. Van Buren, I take no part—I 
am otherwise, and, I trust, Fetter employed. I am, 
very respectfully, vour most obedient servant, 
Rosert Y. Hayne. 

A currIous AFFAIR. We learn from Mobile, 
that the schooner Andrew Jackson, capt. Meldrum, 
has arrived there. This vessel was one of those 
which were chartered by general Pedraza and _ his 
party, to carry troops and munitions of war to the 
neighborhood of Vera Cruz, in order to carry on 
warlike operations there. She arrived at her place 
of destination, landed the troops, and then set sail 
with her cargo of arms, provisions, &c. and touch- 
ed at Mobile, where she now lies sequestered, 
until she can be disposed off according to law. 

The Mexican consul here was duly informed of 
these facts by the collector at Mobile, and he is 
about to repair thither in order to inquire into the 
affair, and other persons will go to Mobile, in order, 
if possible, to make the schooner return to the 
place to which she was, bound. 

It is reported that the captain was fearful of fall- 
ing in with a Mexican cruiser in that latitude, and 
made for an American port imconsequence. 

The conduct of the captain 1s quite inexcusable, 
as he has compromitted the fate of an expedition, 
by causing the loss of a principle part of its pro- 
visions, ammunition and arms, and he was more- 
over paid in full by general Pedraza the amount-of 
his freight. The mere suspicion of a Mexican 
cruiser being on the coast was not sufficient to 
authorise him to create a real danger and to break 
his engagement. [New Orleans, April 16. 

“)— 

ILLINOIS STATE BANK. The published state- 
ment of the account of the state of Illinois with 
the state bank of Illinois for the quarter ending on 
the 3lst of March, is as follows: 

State, Dr. 


$28,748 73 


To balance on settlement 
this date, 

To amount of warrants 

paid for quarter ending 





this day, 136,278 42 

To amount of int. on war- 
rants paid up to this day, 874 93 
165,902 08 





Balance due on settlement, 107,284 92 


State, Cr. 
By amount deposited in bank for quar- 





ter ending this day, $58,617 16 
By balance, 107,284 92 
; 165,902 08 


ConVICTION OF THE BRAGANZA Prrares. In 
the United States circuit court, sitting at New 
York, Cornelius Wilhelms ant Joseph Van Brug. 
gen were on Wednesday tried and convicted of pi- 
racy and murder on board the briz Braganza, bound 
from Philadelphiato Naples. Hans. Knudseff, im. 
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The evidence against the accused was conclud- 
ed at 9 o’clock in the evening. The principal facts 
elicited are as follows: ) 

The brig Braganza, —_ Armel T. Turley, 
sailed from Philadelphia in J uly, 1838, which port 
she had put into in distress, being originally from 
Porto Rico, bound to Genoa, with a cargo of sugar. 
On the 5th of August, the second mate, Robert 
Moir, was awakened by cries of murder, while 
sleeping in his state room. Moir rushed on deck, 
and there beheld tho first mate, Vanderslice, lying 
on the deck, bieeding, with two wounds on his 
head. He observed immediately after the captain 
engaged in a struggle with some of the crew. Capt. 
Turley was armed with a cutlass, with which he 
wounded one of the mutineers, Van Bruggen. The 
captain was overpowered and cast into the sea. 
He regained the brig, and begged his life for the 
sake of his wife, but was remorselessly again 
thrown overboard. He, however, once more made 
the brig and gained the main chains, but was thrust 
off and drowned. 

There were on board at this time, independent of 
the crew, Mr. Diehl, the owner of the vessel and 
his wife, and the wife of captain Turley. These 
were below when the horrible transaction with Mr. 
Vanderslice took place, as were also the captain 
and second-mate. There were four seamen on 
deck at this time. The three prisoners now on 
trial and another John Adams (since dead). A 
boy named James Davis hearing the scuffle with 
Mr. Vanderslice came on deck. He clearly gave 
his evidence, and particularly to the facts, that the 
captain was attacked immediately an gaining the 
deck, ag was the second mate, Mr. Moir. The 
cook was in the forecastle, and took no part in the 
mutiny and murder, having been fastened therein 
by the mutineers. The companion way was also 
fastened down to prevent assistance being afforded 
to the captain. 


The boy James Davis was told to remain quiet, 
and he should not be hurt. Mr. Diehl begged to 
come on deck, but was answered, “‘we have killed 
three, and will kill you if you are not quiet.” The 
murderers took possession of the vessel: Wilhelms 
acted as captain. Mr. Moor, Mr. Diehl, his wife, 
and Mrs. Turley, together with the cook, who 
sprang-in the boat after them, were set adrift in 
the long boat. ‘They wished to take the first mate, 
Mr. Vanderslice, with them, but were refused. 
‘'hey.were fortunately picked up by a vessel that 
hove in sight and carried into Greenock. The 
first mate left with the mutineers, died of his 
wounds, and his body was thrown overboard. 

The district attorney concluded his case against 
the. prisoners at 11 o’clock last night. After an 
excellent charge the jury retired. 

In five minutes aftet leaving the court, the jury 
returned, with a verdict of gutlly against both pri- 
soners. ‘ { Balt. American. 

OUTRAGE UPON AN AMERICAN SCHOONER. 
From the Buffalo Commercial Advertiser. We have 
heard this morning of an outrage committed a few 
days since upon the schooner Stephen Girard, of 
Oswego, J. C. Hugan, master, while passing 
through the Welland canal, of which, as highly co- 
lored statements will tags o abroad, we 
hasten to give a correct version. lile a schooner 
was passing one of the locks a parcel of drunken 
militia went aboard, cut the halyards, hauled down 
the American flag, indulging at the same time in 
abusive vituperative language, and endeavored to 
preventthe lock tender from passing the schooner 
through. In the affray the yawl boat was seized or 
destroyed. 


The vessel was then permitted to proceed. As 
soon as the affair became known tothe collector, 
the perpetrators of the outrage were arrested, and, 
as we have been informed, have been sent to Toron- 
to, to await their trial. A boat with the halyards 
was sent after the schooner, but was unable to over- 
take her, the master refusing to stop, probably from 
an apprehension of farther violence. The outrage 
has been promptly disavowed by the Canadian au- 
thorities, and vigorous measures will be taken to 
prevent a repetition. We understand that full re- 
paration will be made for al! the damage done the 
vessel. 


The perpetration of this outrage and those on the 
St. Lawrence, is probably owing to the fact that the 
inilitia who have been in service for sume months 
are about to be discharged, and many of them find 
it much more pleasant to draw their pay and rations 
with nothing tu do, than to go to work and earn their 
bread. If by firing upon an unarmed American 
vessel, or insulting the American flag, they can 
succeed in keeping the frontier in such a state of 
excitement as to create an apparent necessity for 
retaining thein in service, it is all they want. 


NORRIS’ LOCOMOTIVE MANUFACTORY. The 
amount and value of the manufactures of this city 
and neighborhood are but little known even to our 
own citizens. We have taken means to procure 
the same, and shall present them in detail to our 
readers. 

We have before us to-day a statement from Mr. 
William Norris, of the amount of work done, at his 
extensive establishment at Bush Hill—as follows: 
Seventy-eight locomotives and tenders, &c. have 
been completed since the establishment of these 
works, of which 
1 has been sent to Canada. 


1 . 5 Cuba. 

le England. 
2 * si Germany. 
au 8 “ Austria. 


71 to different parts of the United States. 
There are over 300 hands employed, and sixty 
locomotives and tenders, &c. are finished per an- 
num, together with a large amount of other machi- 


a. 
he very chore now on hand, which will all 


be shipped before the Ist August next, are as fol- 
lows, viz: 


For Prussia, 2 
‘s Austria, 3 
‘- Hungary, 2 
“© England, 9 


It will be seen by this statement that the enter- 
prising proprietor of this establishment is enabled to 
compete successfully;with the boasted workshops of 
Great Britain in this their national staple. 


[ North American. 


THE LATE FRAUD IN PHILADELPHIA. The 
North American Advocate says: ‘The develope- 
ments in relation to the late fraudulent issues of 
certificates of stock and Joan of the Norristown 
rail road, evince as they progress, a degree of de- 
pravity of moral feeling on the part of the delin- 
quent, which have been rarely paralleled in the an- 
nals of villany in our community. The hardihood 
and coolness which characterised some of them 
are astounding. An instance has come to our 
knowledge, in which, after the president knew that 
the suspicions of the directors had been aroused and 
he had been peremptorily forbidden by the board 
to do any official act until some investigation had 
been made, he carried false certificates of 400 
shares of stock into the street, and obtained a loss 
of 4,000 dollars upon them. This occurred on the 
day prior to the disclosure. We have heard cen- 
sure passed on the board, that such things should 
have gone on without their knowledge, and attri- 
buting carelessness to them. This censure we 
think unmerited. _ The books showed every thing 
straight and correct; and it was only by the atten- 
tive vigilance of some of the directors, that any 
discovery was affected at all. 


Uctiy Arrair. The Philadelphia North Ameri- 
can says: 

‘Considerable excitement has been manifested to- 
day, by the announcement that illegal certificates of 
stock and loan of the Norristown rail road company, 
have been issued to a large amount. The exact 
amount is unknown, but we understand it cannot be 
for less than $85,000. The president of the com- 

any is implicated in the matter, and has resigned. 
here are various rumors on the subject.” 





LoTreriEs. By an actofassembly, of 1834, lot- 
teries, and the sale of lottery tickets, are prohibit- 
ed in Virginia, after the first day of January, 1840. 


ZERAH CotsurN. The Vermont papers notice 
the death of Zerah Colburn, at the age of thirty-five. 
The public mind was at one time much engaged 
with the anticipation, that Mr. Colburn, from his 
remarkable facility in calculations, would rival and 
eclipse the fame of ail former mathematicians of 
celebrity. The process by which he arrived at his 
extraordinary results was peculiar to himself. He 
was sent to Europe that his talent might be 
cultivated and developed to the utmost. But the 
anticipations of his friends were never realized, 
although he excited great attention there. As he 


advanced in life, his extraordinary powers ‘faded P 


into the light of common day,” and he was in no 
wise distinguished for other than fair literary attain- 
ments. He became a minister of the Methodist 


Episcopal chureh, and was of late a professor in an 
eastern institution. 


ADDRESS OF BusTAMENTE, previous to marching 
against the federalists. Fellow citizens: In separat- 
ing myself temporarily from the supreme magis- 
tracy, in order to command the army in person, I 





—- 
tional congress, which has thought proper to grant 
me its permission. 

I have felt grieved that it was notin my powe; 
before this, to act on the resolution entertained ), 
me ever since the commencement of the foreign 
war, to march to the field and partake of the toji, 
of my valiant companions in arms. A conjunction 
of circumstances, which are well known, made tne 
believe, contrary to my wishes, that my presence 
was necessary in front of the executive. Althouch 
peace with France is adjusted, grave motives exist 
for my taking the command ofthe troops of the na_ 
tion, and occupying myself with important matters, 
in which are involved the well being and prosperity 
of the nation. 


I do not seize the sword to prosecute a war of 
extermination, or to provoke resentments, which 
may prolong the evils of civil discord. The dissen. 
sions, which we lament, should be terminated 
speedily, and my presence in the army will tend to 
establish peace, make the authority of the govern. 
see eect and restore the supremacy of the 
laws. If, contrary to my expectation, turbulent 
spirits persist in fanning the fire of discord, I will 
repress them with the severity of the laws; and 
those Mexicans shall only encounter, in my mili. 
tary operations, the most unequivocal proofs of my 
noble resentment, conciliatory justice, and the most 
earnest desires for the general felicity. 

The sad prospective presented by our differences 
with France, is completely changed by the honor. 
able transaction which is to establish our relations 
with that nation. The antipathies engendered } 
war, ought to be succeeded by a frank friendship 
to that power, which, if it sought to offend us, has 
made evident that it knows the spirit of concilia- 
tion and the justice and equity of the nineteenth 
century. Heaven grant that the peace may be as 
solid and durable as the interest and well being of 
both parties require. 

1 cannot conceal that the choice made of me for 
the supreme magistracy, although it has engraved 
on my soul a lively and eternal gratitude, was con- 
trary to my inclinations, and made me feel all the 
disgust and bitterness inseparable from the exer- 
cise of the supreme executive power. In circum- 
stances of unparalleled difficulties and opposing 
factions, and without those means which could in- 
sure abundance and peace, you could not but no- 
tice that the conduct I have observed as first magis- 
trate was only for the purpose that the civil war 
would not assume that sanguinary character which 
would cause the ruin of the nation and its discredit 
abroad. Let us fix our attention on the events 
which have been successively presented, and give 
thanks to Providence that we are yet preserved for 
happier days and general reconciliation. 

The citizen who has been called to take charge 
of the presidential chair during my absence, shall 
not lack means to attend to the wants of the admi- 
nistration, and to improve, progressively, the lot of 
the people. ‘The noble services which he rendered 
to the nation at Vera Cruz, and the painful task to 
which he has consecrated himself, entitles him to 
our complete and cordial co-operation. I shall be 
the first to give an example of the respect due to 
the authority which he exercises, toiling in perfect 
upanimity with him, in order to expedite a termi- 
nation to those evils which have placed the national 
interests in such jeopardy. The good feeling of 
our people, their mild and generous character, aud 
the painful experience of the past, ought to dictate 
anew course—having union and tolerance in our 
councils, as the surest guarantee of future pros- 


perity. 


Animated by this confidence, Iexpect fromevely J 


one of you those sacrifices which the nation has 3 
right to exact, when it is bowed down by civil dis- 
cord, and cries energetically for the extinction of 
faction, calmness and prudence in all acts; and with 
a general unanimity hasten those means for aggra!': 
dizing the republic, and acquiring the respect aud 
benevolence of civilized people. 

I march where duty calls me; and be assured, 
Mexicans, that at the head of the army, with the 
olive or the sword in my hand, my object shall be 
to serve you nobly, and to make my deeds pores 
ond to what I announced to you—to bring abo! 
internal peace by those means which prudence 
shall exact, or the energies of the laws demand. 

ANASTASIO BusTAMENTE: 


ee 


Mr. ParineaAv. The London and Paris pape 
received by the Great Western, announce the a 
rival of Mr. Papineau, in the latter city. The’ “ 
ris correspondent of the New York American Br z 
the following notice of his reception and emp oy 
ment. ; + Paris 

“Papineau has been favorably received i! 





comply with the duty imposed upon me by public 
| exigency, and in obedience to the vote of the na- 


by all the political parties. It is not true that he 
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‘Jiberal mind, and a decision of character seldom to 
Ye shakened. Their duties and responsibility were 


in disseminating useful knowledge in an expediti- 
ous, cheap form. Like members of the army and 
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| ae bstacle to hi i 
| jenced, at Havre, any obstacle to his coming 
eh After the feasting of Louis Napoleon in 


England, even the Court party in France may be 
excused for investing even a Papineau with some 
| consequence. As the emancipation of the Canadas 
j3 deemed certain, sooner or later, the general 
French policy would seem to dictate that the refu- 
ee, who can be considered as the representative 
°f the French Canadian population, should be re- 
specttully and kindly distinguished. He is under- 
stood to be already engaged in writing for the 
ress, a critical reply to Lord Durham’s report on 
Canadian affairs. Such information and views as 
he must be able to present, if skilfully exhibited, 
ina volume of moderate size, would probably cir- 
culate and make an impression, not merely in 
France, but over a large part of the European con- 


tinent.” 





ANTIQUITY OF NEWSPAPERS. Mr. Fitastrathern, 
on occasion of a toast in complement to “the press,” 
ata dinner lately given by the West London Gar- 

" deners’ association, said: 

’ Thatthe press was the fourth estate in parliament, 
and nothing could be accomplished without it.-— 
Newspaper literature in particular had much power, 
jand governed the world through the opinions of man- 
kind. The editors thereof were commonly men of 
“talent, with strong nerves, a quick discernment, a 


nealculably great, and they had materially assisted 


navy, politicians and lawyers, some of them ought to 
“be made peers as a reward for their extraordinary 
abilities. Writing news of the day, and afterwards 
circulating it for intelligence to a community, was 
ore ancient than was generally supposed. It com- 
nenced by MS. in Egypt, was practiced in Greece 
and Rome; and, if an old author was te be relied on, 
ulius Cesar, who visited London nearly 1,900 years 
zo, wrote periodical news of his successes abroad, 
sid the characters and customs of the people he sub- 
@ued, for the infermation of the warlike conquerors 
ofthe world at home, which was copied by numer- 
bus scribes, the only printers of that time, for circu- 
Pation; some of which news-skins or papers, though 
Hong since torn up and destroyed, referred to our 
'Dwn savage illiterate ancestors, and were written in 
Albion and Gaul. In these days, such eminent men 
@s sir Samuel Romilly, sir John Campbeil, Serjeant 
Spankle, and others, had been reporters of the press, 





= FOREIGN NEWS. 

_ The packet ship Silvie de Grasse, capt. Weider- 

Roldt, arrived at New York on Monday from Havre, 
ia Plymouth, England. Captain W. sailed from 
davre on the 19th of March and from Plymouth on 
he 25th. The editors of the Commercial Adverti- 
pr are indebted to captain Weiderholdt for the Lon- 
Peas, of March 24th and Plymouth papers 
A oe, 

, H. M. ship Winchester, of 52 guns, is ordered to 
* commissioned at Chatham for the flag of vice ad- 
biral sir Thomas Harvey. Captain John Parker is 
) be his captain. 

» The lords of the admiralty have ordered five new 
gines for war steam ships, one of which, to be 
umed the Cyclops, is to be of 1,300 tons burthen 
id carry 26 guns—the largest armament yet placed 

board a steam frigate, in any navy. 


} The following paragraph is the conclusion of an 
ticle on the late boundary troubles, in the London 
eekly Chronicle of March 24. It affords an indi- 
tion that the passage of the “‘war bill,’’ as it has 


Pen called, would not be regarded as a very porten- 
Pus event in England, 


Me congress, however, was expected not to sepa- 
. (the session being upon the point of ending) 

‘out providing for the opposite alternative, by 
tte large resources at the disposal of the presi- 
a to be used in the event of any attempt on the 
is Great Britain, to take military possession of 
7 erritory in dispute. We see no reason to fear 
i sir John Harvey, in the midst of great pro- 
© ‘ons, on the part of gov. Fairfield, has evinced 
_) Der, and a moderation, which will ensure his 
iW acquiescence in the arrangement sanctioned 
“t. Forsyth and Mr. Fox. 


raptain Harvey and the officers of the Malabar 
dt scribed for a silver tea and coffee service, 
A ea to Mr. Joseph Wightman, of Three 
fant ova Scotia, in acknowledgment of the im- 
bean Service rendered by him to the Malabar, 
wath struck on the rock of Cape Bear, Prince 

Sp sland, on the 19th of October. Mr. Wight- 
* ent off to the ship in a small open boat, and 
st toa place of safety. 


LATER FROM ENGLAND. 

The New York papers of Tuesday contain full 
extracts from the English papers received by the 
George Washington, from which we select the fol- 
lowing items, furnished for the most part, by the 
Commercial Advertiser: 

Parliamentary proceedings. 

March 22. In the house of lords the marquis of 
Normanby desired to be excused from serving on 
the committee raised the night before on the state 
of Ireland, inasmuch as the vote by which it was 
ordered was to some extent a vote of censure on his 
government in Ireland. Lord Normanby then pro- 
ceeded to comment on some expressions used the 
night before by lord Brougham, convicting his lord- 
ship of inconsistency, by comparison of those ex- 
pressions with other expressions uttered by him in 
November, 1837, and concluding with a remark 
that, painful as it was to sever friendships of twenty 
years’ standing, he must now forego the friendship 
of lord Brougham, because that noble lord had not 
acted towards him with sincerity. 

Lord Brougham reciprocated lord Normanby's 
regret, but vindicated his conduct with character- 
istic ingenuity. 

Lord John Russel gave notice that in the course 
of the first week after the recess he should ask the 
opinion of the house of commons upon the govern- 
inent of Ireland, (in consequence of the vote in the 
other house on the preceding night), and that if the 
opinion of the house should be against the ministers, 
they would resign. 

Mr. O’Connel inquired of lord Palmerston if any 
steps had been taken to end the war between Peru 
and Chili. Lord Palmerston answered that an offer 
of mediaticn had been made and accepted by the 
Peru-Bolivian confederation, but rejected by Chili. 
Negotiations, however, were still in progress. 

Lord Howick moved the army estimates. He 
entered into full explanations, and stated that the 
increase, as compared with 1838, would be about 
5,600 rank and file, and, as compared with 1837, 
about 9,400. He said: 

It would be necessary hereafter to propose a sup- 
plementary estimate in order to provide for the ex- 
penses incurred in keeping up a very considerable 
irregular force in Canada (hear, hear), of militia 
and volunteers, which it had been found necessary 
to raise in that country. What the estimate of thai 
augmentation of force was he could not say, as it 
had not yet been received. Beyond these addi- 
tions, he was not at that moment aware that any 
farther increase of the army was likely to be requir- 
ed; but of course he need not tell the right honora- 
ble gentleman that in making that statement he did 
so with reference only to the present time, and fo 
present circumstances, as it was impossible for an 
government or any secretary at war to say that 11 
might not be necessary in the course, perhaps, of a 
short time to make a further augmentation. (Hear, 
hear.) He could only say that he was not aware 
of the existence of any circumstance creating such 
a necessity, and that, should such necessity hereaf- 
ter arise, it would be to him a matter of great sur- 
prise and of deep concern. 

The amount of the estimates for which lord Ho- 
wick moved was £3,476,609, for the year ending 
April 1, 1840. : ’ 

Sir Henry Hardinge objected that the estimates 
were altogether two small, and went into a long ex- 
position of the political condition of the world, to 
show the necessity of keeping up a large force every 
where. 

In the course of his reply, lord Howick said: 

But here a very serious question arose out of the 
remarks of the right honorable gentleman. Were 
we to assuine that we were so near a quarrel with 
the United States of North America as to think it 
necessary at once to put our establishments in their 
vicinity upon a war footing? (Hear, hear.) If that 
was the opinion of the right honorable officer, he 
could only say that opinion was very different from 
that which he (viscount Howick) entertained; (hear, 
hear); and he believed that if one thing, more than 
another, could tend directly to that result, it would 
be to show the Americans that we felt a jealousy of 
them, and that we took these steps of increasing our 
establishments without adequate cause. (Hear, 
hear.) He believed that war would prove the great- 
est calamity to both countries that could possibly 
befall them, (hear, hear), and therefore that we 
were bound to avoid, by every means in our power, 
every thing which could, by possibility, lead to hos- 
tilities. With respect to the state of Maire, the 
right honorable gentleman must remember that \if 
the existing dispute goes on, it must be with the 
general government of the United States, (hear, 
hear), because the federal government must be re- 
sponsible for the constituent states. (Hear.) Ifa 
war became necessary, we must therefore make 





corresponding efforts; and whenever that emergency 





might arrive, he believed this country would not be 
wanting to itself in the preparations of vigorous 
measures; but he thought it would be to adopt a 
highly impolitic and dangerous course, if we were 
now to act as if that emergency had already occur- 
red. (Hear, hear). : s 

Mr. C, Buller joined sir H. Hardinge in censur- 
ing the government for not keeping up a sufficient 
force. Alluding to the boundary dispute, he said 
that sir John te had less than 500 regulars at 
his command, and added: 

To oppose to that force the state of Maine had 
been regularly increasing its military force.. He 
(Mr. Buller) had been told by an experienced mili- 
tary officer that the militia of Maine was totally un- 
like the other American militia; that they were well 
kept up; for the Maine people felt very strongly a 
wish to fight for this territory, and that really they 
would not be contemptible adversaries of regular 
troops to fight man toman. Was the noble lord 
aware that there were more than 42,000 of this mi- 
litia so trained? He had talked of the militia of 
New Brunswick. They were, he (Mr. Buller) be- 
lieved, a very gallant body, but they did not amount 
to more than 15,000, and they had only this number 
to oppose to 42,000 men. The noble lord had said 
that sir John Colborne would send troops over there; 
he would have to do so by a balloon, or when he had 
got a railway there, forhe, Mr. Buller, did not know 
any other way of conreres then. (A laugh.) But 
what was to become of Upper and Lower Canada, 
if these troops were sent? Did they suppose that 
the instant these troops were sent off, or that they 
could get away, the sympathisers would not rise? 

He (Mr. Buller) was not afraid of the United 
States, gallant as they were; he believed the gallan- 
try of England need not to be feared in a just cause. 
But there was no one with the feelings of humanity 
who could contemplate the horrors of such a war— 
not only a war between men of similar social rela~ 
tions, but a war between industry and commerce. He 
really believed it would entail on both countries con- 
sequences fearful to humanity; it would seriously 
endanger and injure the social organization of both 
countries. But with these feelings of horror of war, 
ought their army arrangements to have been in such 
astate at this time, that at this moment they might 
expect by the Liverpool due on Sunday, the account 
of some collision, contraryto the will of both govern- 
ments? He would venture to say that never was 
there a time when the people of the United States 
were more friendly to us; never was there a time in 
which the great mass of the people felt more the 
advantages of peace and security, ora greater hor- 
ror at the idea of war. But nations were not guided by 
their passions; and the passions of a few intemperate 
men might bring ona collision, the consequences of 
which no man could tell. No people in the world 
were more sensitive of national honor than the 
Americans; and if a few lives should be lost amongst 
the lumberers on the borders of their territory no 
one could tell what the consequences would be. 

The governor of New Brunswich to whom had 
been entrusted 500 or 350 men, set up claims never 
admitted by the American government. He had set 
up a claim, it seemed, tosettle the whole question; 
that until it was settled by negotiation, Great Brit- 
ain should have jurisdiction over the whole territory. 
It appeared that the orders of this lieutenant gover- 
nor were to enforce this claim with his 350 to 500 
men, and it appeared that the governor of Maine 
said he would not submit toit; that he would send 
militia there. The governor of New Brunswick 
said he was ordered to repel force by force. The 
governor of Maine said he did not fear that; that the 
troops of Maine would do their duty. By the ar- 
rangement of Mr. Fox this threatening aspect of af- 
fairs had been in some degree averted, and he had 
withdrawn the pretences of the governor of New 
Brunswick. But what a humiliating position was 
that which in the last hour retracted a claim set up 
over the disputed territory. (Hear.) One thing 
would stop these proceedings, and that was, he be- 
lieved, that the only road up to this disputed terri- 
tory ty the Aroostook river was impassable, and the 
roads on the New Brunswick side were still worse, 
and this would prevent the forces passing to each 
other unless sir John Colborne could pass by balloons 
with his troops. 

The preseut emergency has arisen en account of 
a dispute having been left open from 1815. The no- 
ble lord might say that was not his fault; that he did 
not make the treaty of 1783; that he had nothing to 
todo with the treaty of 1815; but the noble po 
ought to have been aware that there had been cir- 
cumstances atfending this boundary question, which 
had made the Americans much more bent on having 
it than ever. It was important that this should be 
known. In the first place, the province of Maine 
had received a L ey increase of population. Ame- 
rica had pressed on the old means of subsistence, and 
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the population had moved offinto the next vacant 
country, and had moved towards this disputed terri- 
tory. It was a very singular feature in the United 
States, that all ofa sudden the supply of pine timber 
had failed all over the United States; from the way 
in which they had wasted the timber they had wast- 
ed the whole. The whole of this disputed ter- 
ritory, which had been represented as of no value at 
all, was filled with the finest and most abundant quan- 
tity of this fine timber which had risen immensely 
in value. Many had gone there to obtain it, they 
saw that the land was very fine, and they wanted to 
go and settle there, and hence arose the increased de- 
sire of Maine to get possession of this country. 

In such a state of things as this, it was perfectly 
obvious that collision must happen. Numbers of 
men could not live together without law, and they 
had recourse to the next authorities; and when one 
party had got a decision of a British magistrate, the 
other party called them over to the next American 
station, about 240 miles, and got an opposite deci- 
sion, so that constant squabbles were kept up by this 
mode of governing the district. It must be obvious 
to any man of common sense that that state of things 
could not last long between the subjects of two hizh- 
spirited nations; they must come to blows at last, 
and the government inust take up the quarrel. But 
was this the only disputed territory? The whole 
frontier, for 1,500 miles was disputed—that part on 
which we joined America on the east, and in which 
the territory of Maine and Massachusetts was in 
dispute; a territory equal to this country. He had 
forgot one reason which made the people of Maine 
so bent on having this country. It was this territo- 
ry which furnished the whole revenues of the Unit- 
ed States, or almost the whole. The greatest reve- 
nue was derived from the sale of lands. The state 
of Massachusetts thought it was their property 
which we were keeping from them, and, right or 
wrong, they were very intent on keeping possession 
of what they thought was their property. 

Upper Canada came into dispute with New Hamp- 
shire next; a great portion of land there was disput- 
ed between us. That was left as an open question. 
That was very good policy on the part of America. 
The Americans, however, had no idea of this non- 
sense of open questions, (hear); and what had the 
New Hampshire militia done? They had turned 
out every British subject who had got property 
there, and kicked them out of the territory, and En- 
glishinen were to be seen wandering about utterly 
dispossessed of their lands. The states of Vermont 
and New York had a quarrel with us about the pa- 
rallel of latitude. He did not know whether that 
quarrel was settled or not. The only thing he could 
state was a matter of fact, that the quarrel, as it was, 
had left every title of land along that strip of country 
under dispute. The next dispute was about the is- 
lands on Lake toned but he trusted that dispute 
would not arise till four or five years hence, when 
the province of Wisconsin was inhabited. Then 
another very important question arose between us 
and the United States, which would be very easily 
settled now, but might not hereafter:—that was the 
dispute about the Oregon territory. This was a 
matter in which the Americans had very great in- 
terest, and in which they complained very much of 
our encroaching upon them. 

Now, he would ask, was it prudent to allow these 
disputes to exist so long? He said that it was the 
duty of that house to take every measure to compel 
her majesty’s ministers to settle these disputes, 
which had remained so long unsettled, and the in- 
convenience of which they had so long experienced, 
that those horrors of war the noble lord bad describ- 
ed, might be avoided. These disputes ought to be 
settled, because, by leaving them open, it was in 
every way bringing on quarrels. He wished, be- 
fore he sat down, to say one thing, which he 
said with great pain, because he knew the kind of 
awkwardness it was for a man,in any case when his 
own country was in collision with foreigners in such 
a way that war was likely to be the consequence, 
to state these things It was very dangerous and 
very imprudent for the citizen of one country to 
state his opinion of the other country; nor did he 
mean todoso entirely. He believed very few gen- 
tlemen of that house had really attended to the ques- 
tion of the boundary between Maine and New Bruns- 
wick and Canada—such was the way in which they 
managed their foreign business. Circumstances had 
induced him to attend to it, and he would state that 
he had never met one Englishman, who had read the 
account, who did not agree with him (Mr. C. Buller) 
in saying, that whatever might be the claim of the 
Americans, the claim set up by the British govern- 
ment was the most preposterous and absurd that 
aver was heard of in British diplomacy. 

He wished to be particulaily guarded in not let- 
ting it be supposed that he thought the American 
claiin a just one; he did not think it a just one, 


(hear) but he must say, taking the claim advanced 
by us in our negotiation, he could not conceive a 
rightful cause so much eee by unjust v4 
tiations as our cause had been. What he wanted to 
call the attention of the house to wag, that this 
was a very general feeling throughout the United 
States. The people of that country had very natu- 
rally attended to the question; they had a very 
strong notion about it; he (Mr. Buller) did not say 
whether they were right or wrong; all he said was, 
they felt very strongly on the subject. The feeling 
was very high in the United States, and it was a 
matter that would not admit of postponement any 
longer. If we intended to adhere to our pretensions 
advanced, we ought to be prepared for war and give 
up the idea of peace. But if we were to shrink 
from the horrors of war, it was our duty to see in- 
stantly, and without delay, that negotiations were 
established on a stable and fair basis, which might 
secure, not only our rights but the rights of the 
United States. That security alone was the only 
secure foundation of a permanent peace between the 
two nations. (Hear). 

Lord Palmerston controverted the positions of Mr. 
Buller—vindicated the pretensions of Great Britain 
to the disputed territory—but declared in the strong- 
est terms that there was no probability of a war with 
the United States. 

After a protracted debate the vote was agreed to. 

March 25. Monday—In the house of lords vis- 
count Melbourne gave notice of a motion to adjourn 
until the 11th of April. 

March 26. In the house of lords a number of pe- 
titions were presented, against the appointment of 
lord Ebrington to the government of Ireland. 

Lord Brougham renewed his motion for returns 
respecting the Canadian prisoners—which were or- 
dered. His lordship said: 

He did not wish to press the subject on their lord- 
ships, or to raise any discussion, farther than earn- 
estly to call the attention of government to the situa- 
tion of those prisoners. In consequence of what 
had passed last night, an individual had called on 
him and stated how deplorably those prisoners were 
situated. Some of them were men who had held a 
respectable situation in society, and were well edu- 
cated; others of them had moved in a less respecta- 
ble sphere of life; but they were all of them, though 
political offenders, thrust into convict ships, amongst 
thieves, swindlers and bad characters,of every de- 
scription. He did hope that this matter would be se- 
riously considered, and that a proper distinction and 
classification would be made. The noble and learn- 
ed lord said he should take that opportunity to ex- 
press a fervent and earnest hope that every exertion 
would be made by her majesty’s government to set- 
tle our differences with the United States in an ami- 
cable manner, and to avert that most deplorable and 
greatest of evils, war. 

He was the last man in that house to counsel any 
course to the governinent, and he was sure if he did 
that their lordsbips would not listen to it, that was 
calculated in any way to lower the honor or charac- 
ter of this country; for he felt how infinitely impor- 
tant it was that we should maintain that great name, 
and that warlike character all over the world, which, 
thanks to our great naval and military heroes, we 
had achieved in every quarter of the globe. Through 
them we had been placed in the proud, commanding 
and unquestioned station which we had long enjoy- 
ed; and holding which, it made it proper, prudent 
and safe for us, without any possibility of reproach, 
without having our honor in the smallest degree 
soiled, or tarnished, or reflected on, to lower as much 
as possible our demands, in order that we might se- 
cure, he repeated, without blemish to our honor, the 
inestimable blessing of peace. It was, in his_opi- 
nion, the ground and foundation on which her ma- 
jesty’s government ought to take their stand. He 
had the consolation of believing, of being convinced 
that we were undeniably, clearly and manifestly in 
the wrong; and when a man or a nation was in the 
wrong, to acknowledge error did not make the case 
of either worse. 

The marquis of Normanby said the cases referred 
to by the noble and learned lord should be inquired 
into. He believed, however, that every thing had 
been regularly done. No doubt could exist as to the 
legality of the trials and sentences of these people. 
The returns required sbould be laid before the 
house. 

In the house of commons there was no quorum. 

Both houses adjourned on the 27th—the house of 
lords to April 11th, and the house of commons to the 
8th. : 

Lord John Russell gave notice, previous to the ad- 
journment, that the measure for the future govern- 
inent of Canada would be brought forward on the 
22d April. 

It was reported in London that a fight had taken 


— 
ed at Gibraltar, in which lieat. col. Campbell of the 
46th was killed. 

{The London Globe says there is not a word of 
truth in this rumor. There had been a small row 
between two parties of soldiers, but nothing calling 
for more than the application of ordinary discipline. } 
The vacant pension of £2,000 per annum has been 
conferred on lord Glenelg. 

The brouilleris at the palace, between lady Flora 
Hastings and the queen, has given rise to numerous 
publications, one of which is signed by lady Flora’s 
uncle. Wady Flora is 83 years old. 

France. At the date of our last advices from 
Paris, March 25, the ministerial crisis still continued, 
The king issued an ordinance, on the 24th, postpon- 
ing the meeting of the chambers from the 26th of 
March to the 4th of April. 

On the 23d marshal Soult having failed in his ef- 
fort to construct a cabinet without M. Thiers, waited 
on the king to throw up his mission. The Duc de 
Broglie was then sent for by the king, but again de- 
clined entering into ariy cabinet. It was reported 
that after this the king sent for M. ‘Thiers, and that 
the result of their interview was an agreement. 

The trial of Marsaud and Raymond, of the ship 
Alexandre, on the charge of murdering the captain 
and several others, and feloniously taking the vessel 
to the United States, had commenced at Brest, and 
had been going on two days when the last accounts 
reached Paris. Marsaud had inade a full confession, 
alleging, however, that he took no part in the mur- 
der, and that Raymond was the instigator and pro- 
jector of the crime. 


IMPORTANT FROM VERA CRUZ. 
From the New Orleans Bulleitin, April 22. 

The arrival at the Balize of the United States 
brig Consort, has brought advices from Vera Cruz 
as late as the 10th iust. the day of her sailing. By 
letters received by her, we learn that a fire broke 
out in the custom house at Vera Cruz on the 6th 
instant, by which merchandisze valued at a million 
of dollars was destroyed. reer | the property 
consumed, was one thousand packages of goods 
belonging chiefly to German and English merchants. 
Admiral Baudin sent a detachment of sailors to the 
succor of the inhabitants, and it was chiefly by the 
aid thus furnished that the flames were at last ex- 
tinguished. 

The castle of San Juan de Ulloa was delivered 
up by the French to the Mexican authorities on the 
9th inst. An express reached Vera Cruz on the 8th 
inst. bringing intelligence that general Mexia, with 
1000 men, was marching on the city on his way 
from Tuspan, and had reached within the distance 
of fifteen miles. Great consternation prevailed 
among the inhabitants, who supposed that the gar- 
rion would join the invaders, and their city thus 
fall into the possession of an enemy. In the fol- 
lowing letter, addressed to the collector of this port 
very interesting particulars are stated. 

Consulate of the U. S. of America, 
Vera Cruz, 8th April, 1839. 

Sir: I have the honor to communicate the grali- 
fying intelligence, that the castle of “San Juan de 
Ulloa” at this place, and which for some months 
has been in pessession of the French, was yester- 
day restored to the Mexicans. 

The troops of vice admiral Baudin, commanding 
the naval force of the French for the Gulf of Mexi- 
co, evacuated this fortress at an early hour yester- 
day morning, when the government troops under 
command of general Herrero, resumed possessio?, 
under a display of the national flag, and the dis- 
charge of artillery, and in which the public and 
private armed vessels of all nations in port, (save 
the French) united in salutes of gratification. 

The French commander bas withdrawn bis fri- 
gate the Neirade, with a part of his fleet, to «Green 
Island,” a short distance without the harbor, and 
where for the present they are at anchor. The !& 
mainder of his naval force is, for the most part 
still at Sacrificios. It is understood that he inten¢s 
quitting the coast in the course of a few days, a” 
also that her Brittanic majesty’s force is likew!s¢ 
soon to depart for the north. : eA 

An express, it is said, arrived here this morning 
from the capital by which it is stated that gene™ 
Mexia, at the head of a force of 1000 men, more of 
less, left Tuspan on the 2d instant, with the ea 
tion of making a descent upon this town, and is no 
hourly expected to show himself. = 

Should the report prove true, and he techn 
age enough to attack the town, I have no Jonah 
in saying, that he will meet with a warm recep wr 
The troops so far as I have seen, appear 1D F 5. 
condition, and commanded by gallant and exp® ‘ 
enced officers, and who, I have the best reas 
believe, will make good their defence, and fa 
fully discharge their duty to themselves an 
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——— re 

Among the many calamities that seem of late to 
have befallen this city, [have to notice this time, 
the conflagration of the custom house, a fine and 
spacious building, with all its contents. It took 
fire by some unknown cause tn the course of rast 
night, and at daylight was found to be almost whol- 
iy in flames, and has contiued to burn throughout 
the greater part of this day. ; 

The loss tothe mercantile community, the foreign 
merchants principally, is heavy, and cannot be es- 
timated at less than halfa million of dollars, and 
the building itself is valued at nearly the same. 
The French, English and Germans, having mer- 
chandise there, are said to be the heaviest loosers. 
I am not aware that any citizen of the United States 
has suffered seriously by the disaster. 

The U. S. brig Consort, William H. Gardner, 
lieut. com’t. by which I forward this, carries away 
about two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
($250,000) for account of our friends at your city, 
and at New York, and with which T hope he may 
arrive in safety. I have the honor to be, sir, with 
great respect, your obedient servant, 

M. BURROUGH. 

James W. Breedlove, esq. 

collector of the customs, New Orleans. 
STILL LATER FROM VERA CRUZ. 

The captain of the barque Tinamara, who left 
Vera Cruz on the 13th instant, reports that the 
French fleet (including admiral Baudin’s ship), 
excepting five vessels, were to sail from Vera Cruz 
on the same day, touching at Tampico and Ha- 
vana. The English squadron still remained watch- 
ing the movements of general Mexia’s troops who 
were reported about fifteen leagues north of that 
port—the British commodore’s ship Madagascar 
having taken on board the specie and valuables of 
British subjects and foreigners of any nation who 
desired that their property should be thns protect- 
ed, in case the federal party should land and attack 
the city. 

The loss by the destruction of the custom house, 
had been ascertained to be $1,500,000, which would 
principally fall upon French and German mer- 
chants. 

A conducta from the interior had arrived on the 
12th with $3,060,000— its destination unknown. 





VIRGINIA BANKS. 
An act concerning the banks of the commonwealth of 
Virginia, passed April 14, 1839. 

By itthe banks are relieved from the penalties and 
forfeitures incurred by their failure to pay specie, 
and their charters are restored. 

It provides that if the bank of Virginia, the Far- 
mers’ bank, and the Valley bank accept the provisions 
of the act increasing the banking capital of 1837, as 
modified by it, they shall not discount toany amount 
exceeding twice their capital. 

The benefits of this act and the act of 1837, above 
named, are denied to the bank of Virginia and the 
Farmers’ bank, if they fail to accept the provisions 


_ ofthose acts within sixty days after the passige of 
» this act, and the same benefits are denied to the Val- 


i 
ts 


agg ES 


ley bank, unless it accept those provisions within 
four months from the passage of this act. 

The bank accepted as above, is not required to 
change the number of, or mode of appointing its di- 
rectors, 

The bank of Virginia is authorised to increase its 
capital to $600,000. The Farmers’ bank to increase 
its capital $735,000, (being an increase in each, in 
addition to that authorised by the act of 1827). The 
branches to be established and the increase to be dis- 
tributed according tothe act of 1837, and the remain- 
der to be retained in Richmond. 

I'he bank of Virginia is required to increase the 


| Capital of its branch at Buchanan $100,000 out of 


the $600,000. 


The 15th section of the act of 1837is repealed. 

The treasurer is required after the first of June, 
1842, (if the banks accept) to deposite one-third of 
the public inoneys in the bank of Virginia, and one- 
third in the Farmers’ bank, and one-third in the 

ranch ot the Exchange bank in Richmond; and if 
only One accepts, then one-halfin the bank so ac- 
cepting and the other halfin the Exchange bank, 
and if neither accepts, then the whole in the Ex- 
change bank, 

Whea the Virginia bank, the Farmers’ bank and 
the Valley bank, or either of them, accept according 
: the condition of this act, the treasurer is required 
subscribe in the name of the commonwealth for 
e stock in each or either of them authorised so to 

© subscribed by the act of 25th March, 1837; and to 
Pay forsuch subscriptions out of the money hereto- 
lore loaned the said banks by the state. 
ie he bank of the Valley is authorised to increase 
be Capital $159,000; is required to establish the 
ranches heretofore authorised, and to increase the 





capital of its branch at Warrenton (authorised by the 
act of 1837, witha capital of 135,000) $15,000. 

Ifthe bank of Virginia shall accept, or in case it 
refuse,if the Farmers’ shall accept, the terms of the 
act before named and establish the branch at Ports- 
mouth with a capital of $175,000 by the Ist of July 
next, the bank so establishing such branch shall not 
be required to furnish the other sum of $175,000 
until the first of July 1840. 

The Exchange bank is authorised to increase its 
capital $200,000, on condition that the same be 
made by individual subscription, and that the bank 
establish a branch at Falmouth, in Stafford county, 
with that capital, by the 1st day of July, 1840, or as 
soon as $100,000 shall have been subscribed and 
paid for. 

The banks accepting are required to class all 
applications for discounts into three classes thus: 
Ist, notes of $1,000 and under; 2d, notes of $1,000 
and not exceeding $10,000; 3d, notes of $10,000 
and not exceeding $20,000. <A list of such appli- 
cations, the names of the parties thereto, and 
amounts with the decisions thereon, is required to 
be kept. ‘The bank of Kanawha is also subject to 
these provisions, and further, is relieved from the 
requirements of he classification on the provisions 
in its act of incorporation. 

Limit of indebtedness. No individual or firm is 
allowed to be indebted to any one bank, as drawer 
or acceptor, a greater amount than $50,000. 

Len and five dollars prohibition. All laws which 
prohibit the issue and circulation of notes under 
$5, are declared in force, and applicable to noles 
under $10, but the circulation of notes under $10 
by all others except the banks which isssued them is 
authorised. 

If the Farmers’ bank and the Virginia bank refuse 
to accept the acts before mentioned, and the Mer- 
chants’ and Planters’ bank of Lynchburg shall go 
into operation, the law declares thatit shall be sub- 

ject to this act and that of 1837. 


REQUISITIONS UPON GOVERNORS. 
From the Albany Argus. 

A good deal of misapprehension seems to prevail 
on the subject of the power of the executive to make 
requisitions upon governors of other states. As it is 
a matter of considerable importance, we have ob- 
tained a copy of a correspondence between gover- 
nor Seward and the secretary of state, in which this 
question is briefly discussed. It commends itself to 
general attention. 





Albany, March 8, 1839. 
H. R. Curtis, district attorney of Orleans co.* 

Dear str: The complaints against Nathan Ald- 
ritch and John Aldritch, are not deemed of such a 
nature as to justify me in granting a requisition upon 
the governor of Illinois. ‘The reasons will be found 
in the annexed correspondence between the secreta- 
ry of state and myself. I am, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

[Signed] WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 


Albany, March 5, 1839. 
The secretary of stale. 

Dear str: In consequence of the illness Of the 
attorney general, I am under the necessity of asking 
your advice upon the within application for a requi- 
sition upon the governor of Illinois for the delivery 
of John Aldriteh and Nathan Aldritch, who are in- 
dicted for certain frauds. While the power to de- 
mand fugitives from justice, embraces every grade 
of crime, you are aware that it is to be exercised 
with a sound discretion. It has not, as far as I am 
informed, been exercised in any case of mere fraud. 
I do not feel at liberty to extend or cheapen it. 
Pray give me your opinion upon the present case. 
Yours, very respectfully, 

[Signed] WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 


(Copy.) 
Secretary’s office, March 6, 1839. 
His excellency gov. Seward. 

Sir: Pursuant to the request in your letter of the 
5th instant, 1 have examined the papers in support 
of the application for a requisition upon the gover- 
nor of Illinois, for the delivery of John Aldritch and 
Nathan Aldritch, I have very great doubts whether 
the indictments charge any offence, as they appear 
to me defective in some essential averments; and in 
reference to the nature of the offence for which it 
was intended to indict the Aldritch’s, it seems to me 
that it is not of such a character as to justify the in- 
terposition of your excellency in the manner desired. 
The constitutional provision under which requisi- 
tions may be made by the governor of one state upon 
the governor of another, was a substitute for the 
principle recognised by the law of nations, by which 
one sovereign is bound to deliver to another, fugi- 
tives who have committed certain offences. These 


| offences are of the deepest grade of criminality, and 


robbers, murderers and incendiaries are those enu- 
merated, as proper to be surrendered. Following 
the analogy thus suggested, the provision in our 
constitution it would seem should be construed to 
embrace similar cases only, except perhaps those 
offences which arise from an abuse of the same con- 
stitutional provision—that provision must be guarded 
with the utmost care or it will become intolerable. 

I do not think the circumstances of the case be- 
fore me are of such grave import, or the offence it- 
self of such high grade, as to justify the requisition 
desired. The power given by the constitution ought 
not to be cheapened, nor applied to trifling offences, 
nor indeed to any that was not originally contem- 
plated. I am, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, [Signed] J.C. SPENCER. 

Secretary of state. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CASE. 
From the United States Gazette. 

A gentleman of the bar, in whose prudence we 
have great confidence,has, at our request, supplied 
us with a notice of the case which closed yesterday. 
-It will be seen that the verdict of the jury is for the 
lrelators, or uew school. The counsel for the re- 
{spondents (or oldschool) moved fora new trial. 

IN THE SUPREME COURT. 

Before hon. Molton C. Rogers and a special jury. 
Commonwealth.—At the suggestion of James Tod, 

John R. Neff, F. A. Raybold, George W. McClel- 

land, William Darling and Thomas Fleming. 
Ashbel Green, Thomas Bradford, Solomon Allen, 

Cornelius C. Cuyler, and William Latta, not 

summoned. 

Information in the nature of quo warranto, and or- 
dered by the supreme court to a jury;to try ques- 
tions of fact to inform the conscience of the court. 

The proceeding in this interesting cause is found- 
ed upon the statutory power given to the supreme 
court, declaratory of the common law, by act of as- 
sembly of Pennsylvania, passed 14th of June, 1836, 
entitled ‘‘an actrelating to writs of quo warranto 
and mandamus.’’? That act provides that the writ 
of quo warranto may issue in a designated descrip- 
tion of cases, among which is the present, viz: “dn 
case any question shall arise concerning the exer- 
cise of any office in any corporation created by au- 
thority of law,” &c. and “in case any association or 
number of persons shall exercise any of the fran- 
chises or privileges of a corporation within the re- 
spective county without lawful authority.” 

On the 29th of May, 1838, on relation of the com- 
plainants, it was suggested to the supreme court that 
the defendants were since the 24th May, 1838, ex- 
ercising and did still exercise the franchises and pri- 
vileges of corporators without lawfui authority, viz: 
the franchises and privileges of trustees of a certain 
corporation called and known by the name of “trus- 
tees of the general assembly of the Presbyterian 
church of the United States of America;”’ that on 
said 24th of May, 1838, the relators were duly elect- 
ed trustees of said corporation agreeably to the pro- 
visions of the act of assembly of the 28th of March, 
1799, incorporating said body; but notwithstanding 
said election the defendants still usurped said office, 
and praying for process of law, &c. On the 31st of 
July, 1838, the defendants put in separate answers: 
that of Ashbel Green asserted that he was one of the 
original trustees and had ever since acted as such; 
and denying the election of the relators, and claim- 
ing that his right as trustee had never been vacated, 
determined or abridged; and that of Thomas Brad- 
ford, alleging that on the 27th of May, 1822, he was 
duly elected by the general assembly a trustee, and 
had ever since acted as such; also denying the 








{election of the relators and asserting his present 


right. ; 

‘On the 10th of October, 1838, the relator replied 
to the plea of Ashbel Green, that true it was he was 
originally a trustee of the general assembly, but that 
by the act of incorporation, the corporate body had 
power to change one-third of the whole body of 18 
trustees, as often as they should hold their sessions, 
and that in exercise of such authority, said body did 
on the 17th of May, 1838, at an assembly held in 
this city, duly eiect James Tod in place of the said 
Ashbel Green, and the said James Tod accepted said 
office, and thereby the said general assembly avow- 
ed, disfranchised and discharged the said Ashbel 
Green, &c. and thus replied to the plea of Thomas 
Bradford, in like form alleging that George W. 
McClelland was duly elected in his place, &e. In 
like form, the relator asserted that Thomas Flem- 
ing was elected in lieu of Cornelius C. Cuyler, and 
William Darling in lieu ef Solomon Allen. Wil- 
liam Latta was not summoned, and his right, oppos- 
ed to that of F. A. Raybold, is only inestiaata ly in 
question. Inthe pleadings the several parties ap- 
pealed to the country, viz: a jury trial, and the is- 
sue of fact became ripe for a trial on the 7th of No- 
vember, 1838, 





149 





+ 
atk 
Ay 
Pe 
ae 
ig 
St 
v3 tat 
ee 
anes 

hi fF 
Ea 

ae 

¢ 

: 

ow 

| 

€ 

2 

. 8 

* 

3 

* 

4 


al Spee 


weeds 





r 


+ 
. F | 
q rR : 
] i 7 
5 } 4 
* Al 
=. . 
& 
j ’ : 
ae 
7 : T 
; 4 
: A ' 
: q 
Py a 
: ty 3 
Lak 
BE} 
th 
ioe ( 
jet? 
‘ ‘hE 
4 & ’ 
4 bs 
7 2 
‘ 
4 ert 
oF : 
¢ at 
im i , 
f he } v7 
% re : 
ye a 
g Mt he 
i , 
ik J 
g ee, 
ee 
' t " 7 be 
ae 
q 
% ae Pee: 
ht 
. ‘bey & 
: wee F 
Te ee" 2 
i et 
+.) sy 
as 
, 84 
nt io ¥ 
; € 
; J 
: j 
s 
i a 
ae 
{ id q 
- t 
a7 
i . 
: at 
4 Y 
. wa 
ae. 0 
4 : ay 
‘ ad 
; Se ee 
; ote 
: é 
> P y A 
s SE Re? 
brea] 
: : 
> ; 
ee 
1 | 
‘i a - 
a Pe 
¢ 
; wee 
- BS A 
By iy oe 
s ‘ighc 
a RE ¥ 7 
ii? j 
eee See 
hn ‘ 
at ae 
. wat 
r 7? 
3 bed 
‘ 
s 
a a 


—_— 
ae 
a = = a a - 


tt ATT Rane ete =— Sinai SI 
+ pi Nadie TB Sa ns nent wine : . a 
y ae ; eA 5% ae 
¢. eee ‘ s 





orm 


150 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MAY 4, 1839—-MR. RIVES’ AMENDMENT. 











meme a jury was empannelled on the 2d 
Monday of March, 18339, and charged to enquire of 
the matters of fact contested in the pleadings. The 
relators were pepeennaien on the trial by Josiah 
Randall, W. M. Meredith and George Wood, esqrs. 
—the defendants by F. W. Hubbell, J. R. Ingersoll, 


_ John Sergeant, and W.. C. Preston, esqrs. 


The fact of the cause covered much ground, and. 
were extracted from the course and proceedings of 
the general assembly during a long period of years, 
but the most striking, interesting and important 
points of consideration were the excision of May, 
1837, and the secession of May, 1838. 


It seems that the organization ofthe Presbyterian 
church, as to government, is this:—First, the session 
composed of pastor and elders, who enjoy a life te- 
nure; next, in rank the presbytery, consisting of all 
pastors and one elder from each session, within a 
particular district; next, still higher, the synod com- 
posed ofa number of presbyteries, not,less than three 
within a prescribed district, in which, as in the Pres- 
bytery, the pastors and one elder from each session 
hold seats; and last, the higher tribunal, is the gene- 
ral assembly, composed of pastors, and delegated el- 
ders from all the presbyteries. 


In 1803 the presbyteries of Oneida, Albany and 
Columbia, N. Y. composed the synod of Albany. In 
1812, this synod having increased in numbers, was 
divided into two’synods, called Albany and Geneva. 
In 1821 the synod of Geneva was parted, and its 
presbyteries of Niagara, Genesee, Rochester and 
Ontario were formed into the synod of Genesee. In 
1825 the synod of Pittsburg was divided, and its 
Ohio presbyteries of Grand river, Portage and Hu- 
ron was constituted the synod of the Western Re- 
serve. In 1829, the Albany synod again yielded to 
a division, and its western presbyteries of Ogdens- 
burg, Waterloo, Oswego, Oneida and Ostego became 
the synod of Utica. The four important synods so 
much in question, thus created, were the synods of 
the Western Reserve, Geneva, Genesee and Utica. 

The Presbyterian church, as in almost all other 
religious communities, encountered internal disputes 
on doctrine, and ranged themselves into parties, 
called the new and old school; this has been until 
recently a division of opinion, not feeling, and kindly 
conducted on both sides. The general assembly, at 
various times, had a majority of’ either party. From 
1831 to 1835, inclusive, the old school prevailed. In 
1836 the new school was in the majority. 
the old school party had a superiority of numbers, 
and in the session of the general assembly of that 
year a resolution calling the excinding measure was 
passed. This vote cut off from the church the four 
synods of the Western Reserve, Geneva, Genesee 
and Utica, ‘hese synods contain 599 churches, and 
not quite so many pastors; their representatives 
were of the new school party. The ground of this 
excision was connected with the opinions or faith of 
those synods, and the question of unconstitution- 
ality of the plan of union of 1801 between the gene- 
ral asseinbly and the church of Connecticut, 

In May, 1838, the annual session of the general 
assembly commenced, and, as might be expected, 
the process of excision caused great difficulties. 
Delegates from the excinded synods presented their 
credentials to the usual officers, the clerks, who de- 
clined to enrol their names. The moderator of the 

»yast session, Dr. Elliott, took his seat in the assem- 
bly, held in the Seventh Presbyterian church, ac- 
cording to the usual form. Dr. Patton, of New 
York, offered resolutions; the moderator declared 
them out of order; he appealed, and the moderator 
made the same decision as to his appeal. Dr. Elli- 
cott, after the report clerks, inquired if any delegates 
were present whose names had been omitted. Dr. 
Mason, of N. Y. then presented the commissions 
from the excinded districts, and was decided by the 
chair to be out of order. He appealed, and that was 
also declared to be irregular. The rev. Mr. Cleve- 
land, of Michigan, then moved that Dr. Beinan, of 
N. Y. be appointed moderator pro tem. and put the 

uestion to the assembly. The ayes were general, 
there being but few negatives; but whether the 
voting was universal was disputed. At this time 

reat confusion occurred—much noise—and the evi- 
- Pes was contradictory upon the opportunity and 
the generality of voting, and the conduct of the re- 
spective parties. The moderator thus chosen, Dr. 
Beman, proceeded to organize in the usual manner, 
and the body of new school delegates, including the 
excinded portions, adjourned tothe First Presbyterian 
church, and, among other business, elected the six 

entlemen named as relators to the office of trustees. 

he remaining bodies also organized and transacted 
business. 

It is not our purpose to offer opinions, or adopt the 
evidence on either side, but merely to furnish an 
intelligible view of the points of controversy, and 
the history of the events which have ipvolved them. 


In 1837 | 


| The charge of the judge ruled the law in favor 
of the relators in emphatic language. " He held the 
exciding resolution to be unconstitutional and void, 
and on the question of organization he charged the 
jury that if the delegates were prevented from hear- 
ing the question or voting by the clamors, art, or 
measures of the new school party or the audience, 
then the Dr. Beman assembly was irregularly torm- 
ed, and the relators must fail in this issue; but if they 
believed that the confusion was the act of the de- 
fendants, or those who supported the Dr. Elliott 
house, then they could take no advantage of their 
ow wrong act, and the verdict must be for the 
plaintiffs. 

The jury retired fora few minutes and returned to 
the court a verdict of guilty against the defendants. 

The discussion to the jury was ably conducted by 
Messrs. Meredith and Wood for the plaintiffs, and 
me Messrs. Ingersoll and Preston for the defendants. 

he leading counsel for the relators, Josiah Randall, 
esq. was their original counsel and legal adviser du- 
ring 1837, and yielded the prominent position in the 
argument to which he was entitled, in order to open 
the cause of the plaintiffs to the jury; it is spoken 
of as a masterly effort. The evidence of the de- 
fendants was fully opened by F. W. Hubbell, esq. 

The consequences of the judgment upon this ver- 
dict will be according to the 11th section of the act 
of 1835: “If any person, &c. be found or adjudged 
guilty of usurping or intruding into, or unlawfully 
holding or exercising the office, franchise, privilege 
or power mentioned in such writ, the court shall 
give judgment that such defendant be outed and al- 
together excluded from such office, franchise, privi- 
lege or power, and that the commonwealth, or party 
suing such writ, as the case may be, recover costs 
from the defendant.” ; 

It is understood that the law daid down by judge 
Rogers will be considered by the court in bank on a 
motion for a new trial. 


AMENDMENT 
Proposed by Mr. Rives to the bill (S. 258) «‘more 
effectually to secure public money in the hands 
of officers and agents of the government, and to 
punish public defaulters,” viz: Strike out all af- 
ter the enacting clause, and insert the following : 

That hereafter all payments of public dues, of 
whatsoever character or description the same may 
be,(postages and custom-house fees only excepted), 
shall, wherever practicable, be made by adeposite 
of the same, by the person from whom the same 
shall or may be due, to the credit of the treasurer of 
the United States, in some solid and substantial 
bank situated in the district in which they are pay- 
able; and that no payment of the public dués (ex- 
cept as herein before mentioned) made in any other 
manner, shall be deemed a valid discharge of the 
debtor’s obligation or liabitity to the government. 
And it shall be the duty of the secretary of the trea- 
sury, with the approbation of the president of the 
United States, to adopt such measures and to estab- 
lish such rules and regulations as may be necessary 
to carry into effect this law, and to report all such 
measures, rules, and regulations, to congress at its 
ensuing session. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in all 
cases where the duties upon imports or tonnage are 
required by law to be paid in cash, whenever an 
entry onsuch goods shall have been completed, and 
the amount of duties on such entry shall have been 
ascertained according to law, or whenever itis found 
to be impracticable to ascertain at the time of such 
entry the exact amount of duties due thereon, and 
the same shall have been arranged by estimation, it 
shall be the duty of the collector to issue duplicate 
certificates of the amount of duties so ascertained or 
estimated to be due on such entry, which certificate 
shall contain a statement of the name ofthe ship in 
which such importation was made, the name of the 
person making such entry, the date thereof, and the 
amount of duty due, or estimated to be due, thereon, 
which certificates, in duplicate, shall be counter- 
signed by the naval officer, who shall record the 
same in his office: and the said certificate so being 
completed, shall be delivered to the person making 
such entry, who shall forthwith take the same to the 
bank designated in said certificate ; and the said 
person shall then and there, leaving one of the said 
certificates with the said bank, deposite in the said 
bank the amount so stated to be due in said certifi- 
cate to the credit of the treasurer of the United 
States; and the bank officer receiving such depo- 
site shall endorse on the back of said certificate a 
receipt for the amount of such deposite, which cer- 
tificate so endorsed shall be returned to the collec- 
tor issuing the same, who shall thereupon deliver to 
the person making such entry a permit for the goods 
described in such entry, or such other receipt or 
acguittance therefor as is by law required; and in 





— 
duty, whenever the exact amount due shall hay, 
been ascertained and fixed according to law, it shall 
be the duty of the collector to issue to the perso, 
who made such entry, and who may be entitled 1, 
receive the excess if any, of duty paid on such entry 
certificates in duplicate of the amount of such ex. 
cess, which certificate shall correspond in numbe; 
with the certificate of deposite, shall be countersiey. 
ed by the naval officer, recorded in his office, ang 
then delivered to the person entitled to the samp 
who shall present the same to the bank aforesajy’ 
which bank shall forthwith pay the amount thereoys 
and, retaining one of the said certificates, shall yo. 
turn the other stamped as paid to the collecto, 
aforesaid, by the hands of the person who shail hay, 
presented the same. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall bp 
the duty of the said banks, of the said collector, and of 
the said naval officer, respectively, to make Weekly 
returns of the said certificates of deposite and of pay. 
inents, together with an abstract thereof, to the fir 
auditor of the treasury, whose duty it shall be, 0) 
receiving, to examine and compare the same, and 
thereupon to state an account with the said bank, 
and also with the said collector, in relation to said 
wae ia and payments. 

EC. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in ql 
cases in which by law the duties are secured to be 
paid by bond, it shall be the duty of the collector tp 
deposite for collection the duty bonds, heretofore 
and hereafter to be taken, ina bank designated {o; 
the purpose as aforesaid, and that whenever ary suc) 
bond shall be paid, it shall be the duty of the bank 
holding such bonds to carry the amount paid thereon 
to the credit of the treasurer of the United States. 
and it shall be the duty of the collector, on depositing 
said bonds, to prepare abstracts of said bonds, so to 
be deposited, in i Pe one of which shall be de. 
livered to the naval officer, and, after being compared 
with said bonds, shall be recorded by him ; another 
shall be delivered with the said bonds to the said 
bank, and the other shall be retained by the said col- 
lector, and recorded in his office ; and it shall be the 
duty of the said bank, of the said collector, anid also 
of the said naval officer, respectively, to make month- 


treasury, who shall examine and compare the saune, 
and therefrom state an account with the said bank, 
and the said collector; and it shall be the duty of the 
said bank to make weekly returns of the bonds so 
deposited, which may be paid at maturity, and also 
of the said bonds as are put in suit, in the manner 
hereinafter directed. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all fees 
on inaking entry, and all other fees due and payable 
according to law, at the several custom houses, sha 


shall be to keep an exact account thereof, and, with 


the amount of fees so received by him, to the credit 
of the treasurer of the United States, in a bank de- 
signated for that purpose, and to make weekly re- 
turns to the collector and naval officer, of the amount 
of fees so received and deposited by him ; and it shall 
be the duty of the collector to endorse on each entry 
the amount of fees due and payable thereon, which 
endorsement shall be transferred by the naval office! 
to a book to be kept by him for that purpose ; aod 
it shall be the duty of the bank aforesaid to distil: 
guish, in its returns to’the treasury of its accout', 
the sums so received, from time to tine, for fees ; anid 
it shall be the duty of the collector to make weekiy 
returns to the first auditor of the treasury of the 
amount of fees so endorsed on the said entry. — 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shali be 
the duty of the bank, in which said bonds shall be 
deposited for collection, whenever a bond shall not be 
paid at maturity, forthwith, and without delay, toc 


be putin suit; and, upon so delivering said bond, 
take from the said attorney triplicate receipts of the 
same, one of which shall be sent by the said bank 0 
the collector from whom he received the said bonds, 
one shall be sent to the first auditor of the treasu!), 
and the other shall be retained by the said bank; 
and it shall be the duty of the district attorney, 
receiving said bond, to send to the first auditor, 2” 
to the solicitor of the treasury, pig pe an , 
stract of such bond so delivered to him; and it she! 
be the duty of said auditor, on receiving said . 
ceipt and abstract, to compare the same, and to give” 
the collector credit for such bonds so put in sult, 
to open an account with said district attornef, chats 
ing him with the amount of said bond so delivere 
to him as aforesaid. ube 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That it oe y 
the duty Of the district attorney, in all cases W ni 
payment shall be offered to be made in any st” 
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pps on behalf of the United States, to deliver to 
* arson who proposes to pay the same a certificate, 
‘a thiplicate, containing the title of the suit, a brief 


© statement of the demand, the date thereof, and the 


amount due thereon ; and the person to whom the 

aid certificates are delivered shall, on the day of the 
date thereof, take the same to the bank designated in 
said certificate, and then and there deposite in the said 
bank, to the credit of the treasurer of the United 
States, the amount stated to be due in said certificate ; 


and the officer of said bank shall endorse on said cer- 


tificate areceipt forthe amount so deposited, and, 
retaining one of said certificates, shall deliver the 
others to the person producing the same, who shall 


> forthwith, retaining one of the said certificates, redeli- 


yer the other to the district attorney who issued the 
sane; and the said district attorney shall, on receiving 
the said certificate endorsed as aforesaid, dismiss the 
said suit; and no suit instituted shall be suspended 


4 or dismissed until such certificate, so endorsed, shall 


ya Bate 


~~ ac Nag aL FIBER 


be returned to the district attorney as aforesaid ; and it 


"shall be the duty of the said bank! to make woinls 


returns to the first auditor of the treasury of all suc 

certificates, with the receipts endorsed thereon; and 
it shall be the duty of said district attorney, whene- 
ver such certificates shall be returned to him as 
aforesaid, to send to,the first audiior of the treasury 
a true copy thereof, to the end that his account may 


be credited with the amount of the bond, or other 
> debt so paid, as aforesaid. 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, afler the 
passage of this act, it shall not be lawful to pay any 
money for salaries of officers, for the incidental ex- 
penses of custom-houses, or receivers’ offices, or for 


+ any other purpose whatsoever, (certificates of de- 
* benture and bounty only excepted, as hereinafter di- 
rected), unless the same shall be regularly drawn 
from the treasury on warrants issued under appro- 


priations made by law; and ‘all money so drawn, 


and not paid directly to some person having a claim 
> against the government, shall be placed by the head 
of the department or other person under whose su- 
 perintendence or by whom it is to be disbursed, 
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> may be examine 


+ (when practicable), in some bank designated for 
> that purpose, to the credit of the officer or other per- 
‘+son who is to disburse the same, whose disburse- 


rat 7 ments whenever it can be done, shall be only made 
ane, Bo 


by checks drawn on the said deposite to the order of 


) the person receiving the same, specifying the parti- 
) cular object or purpose for which each is drawn: 


and it shall be the duty of the bank, on which the 
said checks shall be drawn, to make weekly re- 


§ turns of the checks so drawn and paid, together with 


a copy of the account of such officer or other person 


* with the said bank, to the proper accounting officer 


of the treasury ago to the end that the same 
and compared, and that the ac- 
count of such officer or person may be promptly and 


[truly stated and adjusted. 
o day, 


Sec. 9. And b2 tt further enacted, That whenever 


"> any certificate of debenture or bounty shall become 
' due and payable, according to law, it shall be the 
' daty of the collector to endorse on said certificate an 
', order on the bank in which the public moneys are 
) deposited for his district, directing the payment of 


the same; and upon the presentation of ,the said or- 
der, countersigned by the naval officer, it shall be the 
duty of the said bank to pay the amount thereof, and 
tocharge the same to the treasurer of the United 
States, in account with the said bank; and that the 
said certificate, with the endorsement thereon, be- 
fore it shall be delivered, or be a valid order for pay- 
ment, shall be countersigned by the naval officer, and 
recorded in his office; and it shall be the duty of the 
said bank, of the said collector, and of the said na- 
val officer, respectively, to return weekly abstracts 
of all certificates of debenture and bounty, so paid 


43 aforesaid; and it shall be the duty of the said 


bank, from time to time, upon the settlement with 


ted, {0 "> the treasurer of the United States of his account with 
n? ee the said bank, to retura the said original certificates, 


with the orders of payment endorsed thereon, to the 
first auditor of the treasury, that the same may be 
examined and compared by him with the returns of 
the said naval officer and collector ; and further, that 


Pit shall be the duty of the said collector and naval 
§ Officer to make weekly returns of all certificates of 
Sdebenture and bounty issued by thei, which said 


returns shall contain a statement of the amount to be 
pad on said certificate, the number thereof, and the 


: Ki of the person to whom the same is made pay- 
: e. 


SEc. 10. Aad be it further enacted, Thatif an 
officer mentioned or referred to in this act, shall ne- 


glect or refuse to make such returns as are herein re- 


| quired to Be made, and truly and diligently to per- 
|r nthe duties required of him by this act, it shall 


; wher? i 


ny gull : 


on aby 
or other 


4 i. such neglect or refusa 


be the duty of the head of department to which the 
duties of the said officer appara forthwith to re- 
to the president of the 





uifed States; and if such neglect or refusal shall, 


not be satisfactorily accounted for, the said officer 
shall forthwith be removed from office, and such 
other legal remedies shall be applied as the case may 
warrant; and if any bank in which the public mo- 
ney may be deposited, as aforesaid, shall neglect or 
refuse to make the returns required by this act to be 
made, it shall be the duty of the head of the depart- 
ment to which such returns are required to be made, 
forthwith to report the same to the president, who, 
if such neglect or refusal shall not be satisfactorily 
accounted for, shall cause the public money deposited 
in such bank to be removed therefrom. 


SWARTWOUT DEFALCATIONS. 
Report of the committee of investigation, chosen 
by ballot, by the house of representatives, January 

17 and 19, 1839, on the subject of the defalcations 

of Samuel Swartwout and others, and the correct- 

ness of the returns of collectors and receivers 

of the public money; also, the report of the mi- 

nority of the committee. 

[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 143.] 
Receiver’s office, Vandalia, Nov. 16, 1834. 

Srr: Yourletter of the 23d ultimo has been re- 
ceived, in relation to my not having deposited the 
public moneys in my hand at the time specified by 
the law on that subject, as well as by your instruc- 
tions. When the bank of Louisville rescinded her 
contract with the department,.I waited a consider- 
able time for advice from the department how I 
should act; receiving no instructions, 1 went on to 
make a deposite, in the branch bank of the Unit- 
ed States at St. Louis, of eight thousand dollars, 
of which I advised you. I then received your in- 
structions to continue to deposite in the bank of 
Louisville; shortly after which I received your cir- 
cular of August the 6th, to pay over to any credi- 
tors of the United States that [ might have confi- 
dence in; and shortly after, vour instructions to 
deposite in the Saving institution of Louisville. 
Your circular instruction, under date of the 6th of 
August, was, and is, considered a matter of great 
importance to the people of this section, particu- 
larly as there are no banks nearer than St. Louis 
and Louisville. And under that circular, I have 
paid over, to the orders of captain Ogden, several 
thousand dollars; and sent you, with my last month- 
ly return, his receipt for three thousand dollars; and 
have continued to pay to his order from time to time 
for which he has promised to request drafts in his 
favor on me hereafter. 

You have ordered that my accounts withthe de- 
partment be closed on the first of the next month. 
I shall be compelled to beg your indulgence until 
the last of the month, at which time the quarter 
will end; which will give me time to see captain 
Ogden; and to seltle my accounts with him. The 
payments made by me, and to the order of captain 
Ogden, have been of great importance to all who 
had moneys due them from the road; as they re- 
ceived thefr money instead of checks on distant 
banks; and if I have acted contrary to your circu- 
lar, it shall be my business to repair any injury that 
the government may have sustained, by my future 
conduct, which shall be governed by your instruc- 
tions. I am, with sentiments of respect, your obe- 
dient servant, WM. LINN, receiver. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury. 





Treasury department, December 4, 1834. 
Sir: Allow me to inquire why it is that your 
letter of the 16th ultimo is entirely silent as to your 
neglect to comply with the positive directions 
contained in a letter frown the department dated 23d 
June last, and that you still neglect to pay over the 
public money in your hands, or to furnish the state- 
ment as required by my letter of the 23d ultimo, 
and a statement of your advances to colonel Ogden. 
I am, &e. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Wm. Linn, esq. receiver of public money, Vandalia, Tl. 


Treasury department, February 12, 1835. 
Str: Although it has pleased the president un- 
der the explanations given, notwithstanding your 
past neglect in some cases todeposite the public 
moneys as required by law and the instructions of 
the department, to renominate you for the office of 
receiver of public money at Vandalia, and your 
nomination has been confirmed, yet it is not to be 

inferred, from this evidence of his regard, that an 
future omission in this respect can be overlooked. 


Y | Once for all then, [ would inform you that a strict 


observance of the regulations of the department, for 
the periodical deposite of the public.money, and the 
transmission of your accounts and returns, are pa- 
ramount duties,the neglect of which will be report- 
ed for the action of the executive. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
William Linn, esq. 
Receiver of public money, Vandalia, Minois. 


Recejver’s office, Vandalia, March 18, 1835. 
Srr: Your letter of instructions, and advising me 
of my reappointment, has been received. I flatter 
myself that you are now satisfied that, although I 
may have erred in the payment of the government 
money to the superintendent of the Cumberland 
road, it was to be attributed to the purest motives, 
and not with a wish or intention to infringe upon 
the required duties of my office. From the vouch- 
ers furnished you, it will be shown that, since the 
month of September last, I have paid $15,000. 
This, a3 well as the balance in my hands, has al- 
ways beer paid over to the order of the superin- 
tendent, before I received any voucher from him, 
which, consequently, placed my accounts behind. 
Those payments were made by me under the pre- 
sumption that I wonld be sustained by your circu- 
lar of the 6th of August last; and betore doing so, 
I had consulted my friends here, (including a numn- 
ber of my securities), who coincided with me in 
the construction of that circular; and further con- 
cluded, that by making those payments I was do- 
ing the public a service, and would not incur your 
dissatisfaction. The phraseology of the superin- 
tendent’s receipts never corresponded with my own 
on the subject, as they represented or purported 
that the moneys paid by me were to be expended for 
the use of the Cumberland road, instead of stating, 
as they should have done, that they had been expend- 
ed for that purpose. For, permit me to remark to 
you, sir, that the moneys were always paid long 
enough before I received the vouchers; consequent- 
ly, my arrears appeared large, when, in fact, I had 
but an inconsiderable fund on hand belonging to 
the government. The citizens and laborers on the 
road looked upon this arrangement as one of the 
best that could be adopted. ‘The hands were gene- 
rally paid in specie, which they invariably prefer- 
red: they might otherwise have been paid in checks 
on the bank of Louisville—a result to them, per- 
haps, not the most agreeable, as the intercourse be- 
tween this and that place is inconsiderable, and 
consequently, a loss would have been the conse- 
quence to the laborer. 


The last payment from captain Ogden to me was 
in a check of $5,000, drawn at Louisville, on his 
way to Washingtoncity. He has notas yet return- 
ed: when he does I will close my accounts with him 
and pay over no more moneys without a special or- 
der from you to that effect. My duty I will en- 
deavor to fulfil. I would beg leave to refer you to 
my letter addressed to the honorable Mr. Taney, in 
reference to the $8,000 deposited by me in the 
branch bank of the United States at St. Louis. [ 
never received any communication from him while 
in office, except a circular under date of the 20th of 
November, 1833, directing all future deposites to 
be made in the bank of Louisville. That bank de- 
clined receiving government moneys on deposite. 
I waited to hear from the secretary, to know how I 
should act on the occasion: and the sums were ac- 
cumulating on my hands, increasing the responsi- 
bility of their safe-keeping. I was prompted to 
assume a further responsibility, by making the de- 
posite in the branch bank of the United States at 
St. Louis, and addressed him an explanatory letter 
to that effect, to which 1 never received any reply; 
and it was not until the day the senate of the Unit- 
ed States acted on his nomination, that I received 
a communication from hit calling my attention to 
my duty, without suggesting any place of deposite 
for the sum above specified, and without noticing 
the contents of my letter to him in reference to the 
$8,000 which I had already deposited. 


I have determined to accept the office you have 
tendered me, although I had been nominated by the 
governor, and confirmed by the senate, to the most 
responsible office in the state of Illinois—that of 
canal commissioner and treasurer of the board. At 
the solicitation of my fellow citizens of this district 
I have declined the appointment conferred upon me 
by the state, and shall enter on the duties of receiv- 
er as soon as I file my bond, which will be in the 
course of afew days. My securities living in dif- 
ferent parts of the state, and the district judge and 
attorney being residents of Kaskaskia, a distance of 
100 miles, will occasion some little delay in the 
approval and transmission of my bond. 

lattering myself that this letter may prove satis- 
factory, I have the honor to remain, with great 
respect, you obedient servant, 
WILLIAM LINN. 
Hon. Levi Woedbury, sec. of the treasury. 


Receiver’s office, Vandalia, May 31, 1835, 
Srr: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, my 
account current_for the month ending this day, T 
would beg leave to refer you to the communication 
you will receive from William J. Brown, esq. ex- 
|aminer of the land office here, for an explanation 
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of the cause which has prevented me from making | appearing by your account, not deposited, amounts | Certificate of deposite from 8S. Sprague, eae 
a deposite of the public moneys at the expiration of | to ¢15,129 04, which I have to request may be} cashiér Planters’ bank, dated October S sri Li 
the present month. The roads throughout the| forthwith placed in bank to the credit of the trea-| 30, 1833, for $10,800 7. Ba ilieate 
state have been rendered impassable by frequent | surer of the United States. I am, very respect-| One ditto November 25, 1833, for 2,971 10 © "y roper | 
and heavy rains. fully, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, One ditto November 30, 1833, for 8,300 09 Ie  ention | 
On the termination of the present quarter, I shall Secretary of the treasury. | One ditto December 23, 1833, for 197,763 5; BE ‘ 

make a deposite of ail the public moneysI may| William Linn, esq. One ditto from W. B. Winston, cashier Receiver 
have received. I have the habe to remain, with Receiver of public money, Vandalia, Illinois. of Planters’ bank, dated January 11, A 

great respect, your obedient servant, ° 1834, for 75,996 39 
WILLIAM LINN, receiver. Treasury department, November 8, 1837. | Certificate enclosed 35,281 og Be Receiver’s 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. Str: Observing that large sums of money receiv- he Sir: Y¥ 
pl ed by you in payment for public lands still remain i _ $331,118 23 Bain reply, 
Treasury department, November 30, 1835, |in your hands, I have to request that you will let} Your circular dated the 15th ultimo is receive; Bgcounts cu 
Sim: Your monthly duplicate returns for the |e know why the same are not placed to the credit |I_ shall strictly attend to the same. It was uot prac. BE eDecembe! 
months of Aucust, September and October, have |f the treasurer in the state bank of Missouri, at ticable for me to make the endorsements during the BB erebruary; 
“not been received. The frequent occasions on St.Louis. Lam, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, land sales, and since that t{me I have been so ye, FE you in du 
which it becomes necessary to notice the neglect Secretary of the treasury. | busy making out my returns that I have not be, ahem | an 


of receivers in this respect, suggest a resort tosome 
more effectual remedy than mere complaint. Hence, 
as a means of enforcing a strict attention to this 
duty, I stall report any future omission in this re- 
spect for the action of the executive, unless satisfac- 
tory reasons are assigned for the neglect. The re- 
turns in arrear are expected to be transmitted forth- 


with. lam &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Receivers of public money 


at Galena, Illinois and Tallahassee, Florida. 


Receiver’s office, Vandalia, Dec. 31, 1835. 
Srr: In my last letter, I promised to close my 
accounts with the department on this day. Cir- 
cumstances beyond my control have prevented it, 
for which I hope satisfactory reasons have been 
iven by my friends. Captain Ogden being absent 
rom his office has prevented me from obtaining 
from him a _ receipt for $6,383 paid over to his or- 
der. You will observe from captain Ogden’s 
receipts that the moneys had been paid over pre- 
vious to my obtaining from him the receipts. I 
have now on hand, and am paying it over daily, the 
sum of $1,611 of public moneys. My friends at 
Washington have received letters upon this subject 
from gentlemen here, which I hope will prove sa- 
tisfactory. Ihave the honor to remain, with great 
respect, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM LINN, receiver. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury. 


Treasury department, February 4, 1836. 
Sir: Your returns for the months of October, 
November and December, have not been received. 
I regret that there should be any occasion to notice 
the neglect or accident (as the case may be) in this 
important duty; and avail myselt of the occasion to 
inform you that, unless your future returns are re- 
ceived at the department within the month next 
succeeding that for which the return is rendered, it 
wili place me under the disagreeable necessity of 
reporting the fact to the executive, in order to 
comply with the general rule in this class of cases. 
I am, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
To receivers at Palmyra, Missouri, October, November 
and December; Edwardsville, Illinois, November and 
December; Quincy, Illinois, November and December; 
Shawneetown, Illinois, October, November and Decem- 
ber; Cahaba, Alabama, November and December; St. 
Stephen's, Alabama, November and December; Colum- 
bus, Mississippi, November and December; Mount 
Salus, Mississippi, November and December; Helena, 
Arkansas, December; Washington, Arkansas, De- 
cember; Zanesville, Ohio, December; Vincennes, In- 
diana, December; Chicago, Illinois, December; Galena, 
Illinois, December; Vandalia, Tilinois, December; T'us- 
caloosa, Alabama, December; Augusta, Mississippi, 
December; Chocchuma, Mississippi, December; New 
Orleans, Ouachita and St. Helena, Louisiana, Decem- 
ber; Green Bay, Michigan, December; Batesville, Ar- 
kansas, December. 


Receiver’s office, Vandalia, Feb, 26, 1836. 
Sir: Your letter of the 4th instant has been re- 
ceived, in which you complain of my returns for 
December not having been received. I will refer 
you to the commissioner’s office for my reasons for 
the returns not having been forwarded at the usual 
time, and I hope they may prove satisfactory. | 
have the honor to remain, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, WILLIAN LINN, receiver. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury. 


Treasury department, July 25, 1836. 

Srr: I am inthe receipt of your letter of the 30th 
ultimo, covering your account current for the month 
of June, with two certificates of deposite; one of 
which bears date on the 30th of said month. | 
wish, therefore, to be informed why the entire 
amount of money on hand at the time the last de- 
posite was made was not includedin it; the balance 


Receiver of public money Vandalia, Illinois. 


Treasury department, December 8, 1837. 
Srr: Your letter of the 28th ultimo, announcing 
the death of Mr. Prentiss, register is received. 
Again it becomes my duty to call your attention to 
the subject of my former letters in reference to the 
deposite of the public money; and to inform you 
that if, by return of mail, evidence is not received 
of your having complied with the requirements of 
my letters of 16th August and 3d November, it will 
be my unpleasant duty to report your neglect to the 
president and to recommend your removal from 
office. Iam, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
William Linn, esq. receiver, Vandalia, Illinois. 
Treasury department, January 26, 1838. 
Sir: Yourletter ofthe 7th instant is received, 
and your resignation is accepted by the president. 
I regret that so large a balance stands unadjusted 
in you bands, and trust that certificates of deposite 
for the amount with the bank of Missouri will, 
without delay, be forwarded here. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of treasury. 
William Linn, esq. Vandalia. 


[Balance due from Mr. Linn, fifty-five thousand 
nine hundred and sixty-two dollars and six cents, 
($55,962 06)]. 


5.— Correspondence with W. P. Harris, receiver at 
Columbus. 
CIRCULAR TO RECEIVERS OF PUBLIC MONEY. 
Treasury department, January 15, 1834. 

Srr: Many of the receivers of public money hav- 
ing failed to observe that part of the general in- 
struction of the department, dated ist of May, 1831, 
which relates to the endorsement therein required 
to be made on the receipts given by them in pay- 
ment for public lands, and omitted to furnish state- 
ments of the aggregate amount receiwed in each 
description of funds in each month, it becomes my 
duty to call your particular attention to the regula- 
tion referred to, and to insist upon its strict observ- 
ance, as well during the public sales as at the time 
of private entries. In performance of this duty, it 
is essentially necessary that the endorements should 
exhibit the amount received in the funds of each 
‘bank, and that the monthly statement should afford 
like information in regard to the aggregate receipts 
ofeach month. As the existing instructions given 
for the regulation of your conduct in the receipt of 
bank notes in payment for public lands authorise 
you, under circumstances of well founded distrust, 
to discontinue the receipt of the notes of the state 
banks at any time, it is not proposed to make any 
change in the instructions which have heretofore 
governed you in tie receipt or refusal of such 
notes. - 

I would, however, enjoin upon you a vigilant at- 
tention to the interests involved in the authority 
thus given you, and the exercise of a sound discre- 
tion in the use of it. 

I take the occasion to advert to the necessity ofa 
prompt compliance with the regulations of the de- 
partment in regard to the deposite of the public mo- 
neys, anda punctual observance of the instructions 
which relate to your monthly returns. I am, &c. 

R. B. TANEY, sec. of the treasury. 


Columbus, ( Miss.) February 13, 1854. 

Dear stk: Enclosed you will find a certificate of 
deposite from Wm. B. Winston, cashier of the of- 
fice of the Planters’ bank at this place, for the sum 
of thirty-five thousand two hundred and eighty-one 
dollars and eight cents, which has been placed to 
the credit of the treasurer of the United States. I 
have heretofore enclosed you the following certifi- 
cates of deposites, and have not received an acknow- 
ledgment of the same. I would be glad you would 





acknowledge the same in your next. To wit: 























able to attend to it. Respectfully, yours, 
W. P. HARRIS, receive. 


To the secretary of the treasury. 
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Treasury department, February 7, 1834. 
Srr: It has been represented to this departmen 
that some of the receivers of public money in Mix. 
sissippi have been engaged in trading on the bauk 
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notes they receive in payment of public lands, py Rec 
exchanging them for bank notes of inferior valye. Hon. Se 
I hope that there may be some mistake in this by. 
siness, as it is my duty to state to you that syo) 
conduct would be regarded by this department as , Sir: I 
gross violation of official duty, and be treated a. F gagain call 
cordingly. But, as such a statement has been maj | @Mer your t 
from the most respectable authority, I must ag he mont! 
whether you have engaged in any such use of tl. f @ag in arr 
public money received by you; and request ,— gn this res 
prompt answer to this inquiry. lam, &c. LE 
R. B. TANEY, sec. of the treasury, W. P. £ 
To receivers of public money at Augusta, k 
Salus, Washington, Chocchuma and Columy, 
Receiver’s office, Columbus, (Mississippi), 
February 26, 1834. >| Sr: It 
Srr: Yours of the 7th instant is at hand. I pre. @ practice 
sume that the charge of changing the public moneys spermittins 
for other of less value was not made in relation tof @hace wil 
myself. If it was, I must plead guilty in this much: F mt the tim 
that I have, for the accommodation of travellers, nauthori 
exchanged money to suit that section of country tof @eemed it 
which they were going; but in no instance have |— has been 
ever taken any money but what was receivable inf wease; ant 
payment of lands. To this, I think, the register will} @he know 
do me the justice to certify. I am, very respect-[ | prompt ar 
fully, your obedient servant, I canno 
W. P. HARRIS, receiver. -7 he neces: 
Columbus, February 26, 1834. | @omplianc 


I have perused the above communication, and,— 9g" to th 


as reference is made to me, I have no hesitation inf nd the tr 
saying that the facts therein set forth are perfectly f nil to say 
in accordance With truth, so for as my knowledg: § es must’ 
extends. Respectfully, | our offic 
WILLIAM DOWNING, register. FUE 
Hon. R. B. Taney, secretary of the treasury. 4 Me : ae 
Treasury department, March 6, 1834. F pag 
Str: The several certificates of deposites refert®! B® jyisas 'g 
toin your letter of the 13th ultimo were receive: R 
in due course. As the acknowledgment of sucif” 
papers and returns addressed to the departmel'R @ Sip: i. 
would greatly add to the business of the office, "BF Mturn of the 
has not, on that account, been usual todo so. Whe! She month 
not advised to the contrary, it may be presume Buty to ca 
they have been received; and, in regard to the © : ion, AL 
turns which are required to be rendered, it becom B he no fur 
my duty to advise you that those for the months @ortance ¢ 
November, December and January, are in arreas B @eturns, 
and to say to you that a strict and punctual obser’: ; 
ance of this duty is indispensable. I am; &c. Wo receiver 
R. B. TANEY, sec. of the treasury. i Mississi; 
W. P. Harris, esq. receiver public money, Columbus, Mis Be B. R. k 
jel { Demopol 
Treasury department, March 17, 1834. a me 
Srr: I have received your letter of the 26th ull F aah 
mo, and have only to say that the department ca” Fe banicens 
not approve any exchange whatever in the moet B take pen 
received by you; that which is received must 0h bit satis 
deposited. I am, &c. R. B. TANEY, ed the wh 
Secretary of the treast''), Bate tina 
W. P. Harris, esq. receiver public money, Columbus, Miss Ba pri nj 
nr ~ 1095, feel'y, in th 
Treasury department, March 25, 1st blect for t 
Str: The department having received no = = 
ly returns showing the transaetions of your ollie 
from the month of October last, I have thought # ™ Dear ; 
per to inform you that, as a means of enforcils | eceived ¢ 
strict compliance with the regulations of the “i Nentionec 
partment, in respect to this duty I shall not ot Bs this: th. 
tate to report the case for the action of the ex°* or that 
tive, should the neglect be continued. I arm, &c. ublic Ia; 
R. B. TANEY, sec. of the treastl)’ Babusiness 
W. P. Harris, es losed, are 





Recewer of public money, Columbus, Mis. 
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; Treasury department, May 19, 1834. 
grr: Lest the letter of which the enclosed is a 
' duplicate may have been miscarried, I have thought 
Rit proper to transmit a copy, and again to eall your 
> .ttention to its requirements. I am, &c. 

P R. B. TANEY, sec. of the treasury. 


‘vers of public money, 
hese 2 a Mount Salus, Columbus, Chocchuma. 


~ 


, ‘ers office, Columbus, ( Miss.) June 6, 1834. 
Paces tous of the 19th ultimo is received; and, 
in reply, 1 ouly have to say that my monthly ac- 

Pcounts current for the months of November and 

Ppecember, 1833, and for the months of January, 

February, March and April, 1834, were forwarded 

vou in due time; and why you have not received 

Fem | am unable to account for, unless it is owing 

oa failure in the mails; they were regularly for- 
arded you and to the commissioner of the gene- 
al land office, and mailed in the post office at this 
lace. My monthly account current for this month 

s now ready, and only wants a comparison with 

“Athe register’s register of receipts, which, when com- 

Bpared, will be forwarded. Respectfully, sir, your 

Bobedient servant, W. P. HARRIS, 


$y 


i Receiver of public money at Colwnbus, Miss. 
"} Hon. Secretary of the treasury. 
{ Treasury department, February 6, 1835. 


Sir: I regret that there should be occasion for 
gail calling your attention to the omission to ren- 
Wer your monthly duplicate returns to this office for 
he months of November and December, (those be- 
@ng in arrear), and to remind you that punctuality 
Gn this respect isindispensable. Iam, &c. 
| LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
W. P. Harris, esq. 

Receiver of public money, Columbus, Miss. 
CIRCULAR. 
; Treasury department, February 28, 1835. 
© Str: It has been intimated to the department that 
practice prevails at some of the land offices of 
Hermitting entries and issuing certificates of pur- 
hase without the payment of the purchase money 
‘Mt the time of the entry. Such a practice being 
unauthorised and highly reprehensible, [ have 


as been tolerated by you, it must immediately 


“Wease; and any repetition of it hereafter, coming to 


Mhe knowledge of the department, will receive 
prompt and exemplary notice. 
® Icannot omit the occasion to impress upon you 
Mhe necessity of a strict attention to, and punctual 
Wompliance with, the duties required of you in re- 
rard to the prompt deposite of the public moneys, 
@nd the transmission of your accounts and returns; 
ni to say to you that the performance of those du- 
Fies must be regarded as paramount to all other in 
your official station. I am, &e. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 

v receivers of public money at Cahaba, Huntsville, 
> Montgomery, St. Stephen’s, Augusta, Chocchuma, 
> New Orleans, Ouachita, Demopolis, Mardisville, 

Sparta, Tuscaloosa, Columbus, Washington, Ope- 
® lowsas, and St. Helena. 


Treasury depariment, March 17, 1835. 
® Str: Having receivedno monthly duplicate re- 
“Burn of the transactions of your office since that for 
he month of October last, it becomes my unpleasant 
luty to call your immediate attention to the omis- 
lon. Atlow me to express a hope that there may 
be no further oceasion to remind you of the im- 
portance of punctuality in the transmission of these 
elurns, Lam,&c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
#0 receivers of public money, W. P. Harris, Columbus, 
Mississippi; R. H, Sterling, Chocchuma, Mississippi; 
B. R. Rodgers, Opelousas, Louisiana; T. Sunpson, 
Demopolis, Alabama. {November for October for the 
two last named.) 
©.8. To the receiver at Opelousas: Having re- 
eived no evidence of your compliance with the 
quirements of my letter of the Ist November last, 
lake occasion to apprise you that, unless you ex- 
hibit satisfactory evidence of your having deposit- 
td the whole of the public money in your hands at 
he time of such deposite, on or before the Ist of 
April next, [ shall be under the disagreeable neces- 
ty, in the discharge of my duty,’to report your ne- 
pect for the action of the executive. 
Columbus, April 1, 1835. 
Dear str: Your favor of the 27th March was 
ceived on this day. ‘The reason why the returns 
mentioned in your communication were not made, 
s this: that we have not had the necessary blanks 
or that purpose; and also the interference of the 
ublic land sales at this office, and the immense 
stness done at this office since the sales have 
losed, are all reasons I shall urge for the delay of 
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such returns. I shall make them so soon as I can 
doso. Respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
W. P. HARRIS, recewer. 


Receiver’s office, Columbus, April 18, 1835. 
Srr: Enclosed you will receive my monthly ac- 
count current for the month of November, 1834, 
showing a balance of $108,318 85. You will dis- 
cover that I have neglected to give an account of 
the different kinds of funds received that month; 
there was such a press of business during the months 
of November and December that I found it impossi- 
ble for me to render a correct statement; but for the 
future I will give you a correct statement of the 
different kinds of funds received in each month. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, W. P. HARRIS, receiver. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Treasury department, June 25, 1835. 
Srr: Having, in a communication addressed to 
you on the 17th of March last, and on several prior 
occasions, urged upon you the indispensable neces- 
sity of a strict attention to making your monthly 
returns, and finding that no returns have been re- 
ceived from you since that for the month of Novem- 
ber last, it becomes my unpleasant duty to say to 
you, that if those in arrear are not transmitted by 
return of mail, I shall be constrained to report your 
neglect for the action of the executive. Iam, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 


Receiver of public money, Columbus. 


Receiver’s office, Columbus, ( Miss.) July 13, 1835. 

Srr: Enclosed you will receive my monthly ac- 
count current for the month of December, 1834, 
showing a balance of $385,067 83. 

The returns would have been forwarded you 
sooner; but not having been furished with the ne- 
cessary blanks, which we could not procure here, it 
was out of my power. . 

We did not obtain the blanks until we had writ- 


ten the third time. And, in addition, the press of 


business has been very great which you will disco- 
ver by ourreturns. Your obedient servant, 
W. P. HARRIS, receiver. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Treasury department, August 28, 1835. 
Sir: Agreeably to the intimation given you in 
my letter of fhe 20th June, it has become my disa- 
greeable duty to report your continued neglect to 
the president; who has instructed me to say to you, 
that if the monthly returns required from you by 
the regulations of the treasury, which are in arrears, 
are not received at the department on or before the 
10th of October next, you will then be dismissed 
from office. I am, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 

Secretary of the treasury. 

Wiley P. Harris, esq. 
Receiver of public money, Columbus, Miss. 


Columbus, Sepiember 14, 1835. 
Srr: Yours of the 28th of August is before me, 
in which you state ‘that you are instructed by the 
president to say that if my monthly returns are not 
made by the L0th October, I will be dismissed from 
office.” 
All I can say in excuse or extenuation of my 


seeming neglect in the office, is the great press of 


business, which will the more fully appear by refer- 
ence to the certificate of deposite. I have kept 
constantly employed in the office three clerks, and 
I do assure you that it is utterly impossible to keep 
the business up, as more than that namber cannot 
be employed. Every exertion shall be made to 
make vut and forward the returns as soon as possi- 
ble. I ask of the president a suspension of remo- 
val for a time, until correct information be had with 
regard to the manner in which the business of the 
office has been conducted. You may be assured, 
sir, that the money is reguiarly deposited in the 
bank, and that the books are correctly kept, (only 
behind from an excess of business always en hand), 
but which will soon, I think, diminish, when there 
shall be no cause of future complaint. With re- 
spect, I am your obedient servant, 
W. P. HARRIS, receiver. 


Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Treasury department, September 22, 1835. 
Str: Allow me to inquire why it is that your de- 
posites are not made in the branch of the Planters’ 
bank at Columbus, instead of the parent bank at 
Natchez? Does the branch refuse toreceive them, 
and credit the amount at the mother bank? I am, 
&c. 4E VI WOODBURY, sec. treasury. 
Wiley P. Harris,.esq. 
Receiver of public money, Columtus, Miss. 
P.S. Your return for the month ot February last 
has been received to-day, and shows a large amount 
on hand not deposited; and you are hereby required 








(if not already done) to deposite any balance still 
on hand in the above branch, to the credit of the 
treasurer, and forward receipts therefor, in order 
to save time and expense in travelling to Natchez. 
Treasury department, September 28, 1835. 

Srr: I regret to Say that the reasons assigned in 
your letter of the 14th instant for withholding your 
monthly returns cannot hereafter be deemed satis- 
factory. I can perceive no sufficient cause for their 
being delayed longer than the first week in each 
succeeding month, as there can be no difficulty in 
ascertaining at once the amount of money received 
within the month, or in stating the amount of your 
disbursements and deposites during the month; 
this is all that is required inthem. The object of 
these returns is toattord the department the earliest 
information in regard to the money operations of 
the land office, and the punctual transmission of 
all the moneys received tothe bank of deposite. 
They are, therefore, of paramount importance, and 
cannot be permitted to await the completion of de- 
tailed book entries, or the perfection of other busi- 
ness, be its character what it may. Iam, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
W. P. Harris, esq. 
Receiver of public money, Columbus, Miss. 


Receiver’s office, Columbus, ( Miss.) Oct. 9, 1835. 
Str: Enclosed herewith you have my monthly 
account current for the month of September last, 
showing a balance of $181,604 63. In answer to 
your letter of 22d ultimo, containing the inquiry, 
“Why my [your] deposites are not made in the 
branch of the Planters* bank at Columbus, instead 
of in the parent bank at Natchez?” permit me to state 
that an arrangement was made by me some time in 
December, 1833, or January, 1834, with the parent 
bank at Natchez, by which the cashier of the 
branch at this place was directed to receive my de- 
posites, and grant a receipt for the same as credit- 
ed to the United States. This arrangement existed 
for some time, and was only terminated by the 
positive directions of the parent bank to the branch 
here not to receive my deposites. They were then 
placed in the parent bank, at the sacrifice of much 
time and convenience, until such time as I prevail- 
ed on the parent bank to accept certificates of de- 
posite to my individual credit, instead of the 
branch, in lieu of the money; and on said eertifi- 
cates have been, and are, predicated the certifi- 
cates of deposite in the parent bank to the credit of 
the United States. This has been productive of 
much delay, tending to create only regret and mor- 
tification on my part; for, independently of the dis- 
tance from this place to Natchez, (255 miles), the 
officers of the parent bank have frequently delayed 
forwarding me certificates of deposites, until at cer- 
tain periods; weeks have elapsed before I have re- 
ceived a certificate of deposite, and then one, only, 
for the aggregate amount of several deposites. It 
must be evident, sir, that such a mode of transact- 
ing the business (the only one I can properly at 
present pursue) will frequently show a much 
larger balance on hand than acknowledged to exist. 
The certificates are stated in my monthly accounts 
current as they are actually dated and drawn at the 
parent bank, while at no time has there not been a 
large sum in the bank in advance of the receipts of 
certificates. ‘The certificates of deposites which 
are now due from the banks at Natchez, and 
which are expected in course, will show but a small 
balance on hand. I will take the liberty to say that 
it will afford me more than ordinary gratification to 
subinit my accounts and the general business of the 
office to the examination of the usual visiting agent. 
Your obedient servant, W. P. HARRIS. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Columbus, September 15, 1835. 

Dean sir: Many ofthe early and constant friends 
of the administration in this state have heard, with 
much regret and sorrow, that the present receiver 
of public moneys at this place is to “consider him- 
self dismissed unless his returns are made before 
the first of October.”’ 

I have long had the honor of an intimate acquaint- 
ance with general Harris, and I can frecly assure 
your excellency that a more honorable man does 
not live, unblemished in all the relations of life, and 
standing high in the estimation of the public. He 
has served here for many years in the most respon- 
sible and dignified stations, and no man enjoys in 
this state a more diffused and deserved popularity. 

I am very well informed as to the management 
of the office. I reside in the district, and know 
that he is the most indefatigable business man in 
the state. Since We received the appointment, he 
has been absent but once, and then only for a few 


days. Day and night he is there. The people 
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speak of this everywhere. He has constantiy had 
three, and now four, clerks at work, who, in my 
own knowledge, have been engaged from sunrise 
until ten at night, and he cannot obtain them for 
less than fifty dollars per month. His receipts 
must have been between twelve and fourteen hun- 
dred thousand dollars, and the Iabor for the ensuin 
six months will be arduous in the extreme. 
know that the receiver suffered under great incon- 
venience for two or three months, being without 
abstracts, which were not obtained from ‘Washing- 
ton until he had written three or four times, and 
even then were much delayed by the extraordinary 
failure of the mails. From my knowledge of the 
business of the office, I do not think it possible that 
the receiver can accomplish his returns by the first 
of October, though every exertion will be made, 
and has been made, to keep up with the business. I 
have known the receiver and his clerks to be at 
work, time after time, until after one o’clock at 
night; aud the strongest testimonials from the best 
and most influential friends of your excellency can 
be had as to his integrity and industry. General 
Harris has never engaged in speculation, either di- 
rectly or indirectly. BAY 

Poindexter employed a vile, unprincipled agent 
(Gibson Wooldridge) to take testimony at this of- 
fice, under a resolution of the senate; and he en- 
deavored to implicate general Harris and George 
W. Martin in some transaction of very minor in- 
portance. If 1 had been examined, I could have 
explained the whole matter to the entire exonera- 
tion of general Harris; and I could have explained 
the whole transaction, as it regards colonel Martin, 
to the satisfaction of the world. The fact is, it was 
a miserable attempt, on the part of Poindexter, to 
strengthen his party here. He hates colonel Mar- 
tin with the malignity of a demon; and nothing 
would rejoice him more than the expulsion of ge- 
neral Harris, whom he knows to be one of the main 
pillars of the democratic cause, and one of the 
earliest and most distinguished friends of the ad- 
ministration in Mississippi. His family and con- 
nexions are extremely influential, and all of them 
are co-operating with us in the arduous struggle 
which we are now making. They are true deimo- 
crats; and the bank, nullifying and White parties 
world shout ‘‘victory”’ at any blow aimed at them. 

We are nowin the midst of an electioneering 
campaign. Governor Runnels, R. Walker, major 
B. W. Edwards, and myself, constitute the demo- 
cratic Van Buren ticket. It will be aclose contest. 
The Nashville papers circulate extensively through 
our state. Much of our population is from ‘Tennes- 
see; nine-tenths of our newspapers are for White; 
and every bank in the state, ineluding the United 
States branch, has taken commission in his service. 
Some three or four thousand of our voters are re- 
cent emigrauts from other states, and reside in the 
new counties, knowing nothing of our political ar- 
rangements; and, as we have no mails circulating 
among them, the result, as to them, is donbtful. 

With high respect, [ remain your excellency’s 
most: obedient servant, 

JOHN F. H. CLAIBORNE, 

T» his excellency the president of the U. States. 


Columbus, ( Miss.) Sept. 14, 1835. 

Scr: General Wiley P. Harris, the receiver of 

ublic moneys at this place, has shown me the let- 
ter of the honorable Levi Woodbury to him of the 
23th of August. In that letter, he is required, as 
such receiver, to have the arrears of his monthly 
returns made tothe treasury department by the 10th 
of October next; and he is informed that, in case 
the same should not be done by that time, he will 
be dismissed from office. : 

[n troubling you with this letter, I have felt con- 
siderable diffidence, arising from your not having 
now more than an introductory acquaintance with 
me; if, indeed you should now recollect that ac- 
quaintance. 

Were congress now in session, that diffidence 
would be greatly abated, as [ could refer you to 
several of the Tennessee delegation, with those 
from this state, who are well acquainted with me, 
aud who would, I doubt not, unite in baaring testi- 
mony that I would be incapable of making misre- 

resentations to you. 


Having had considerable knowledge of the busi- | 


ness done in the land office here, and of the atten- 
tion and industry with which its duties have been 
discharged, I have been requested by general Har- 
ris to say to you what I may know on the subject. 

The amount of money reported by the receiver 
to the treasury department, arising from the sales of 
public lands at this office, will satisfactorily indi- 
cate to you the unprecedented amount of public 
lands solid here within a limited time past. 

The greatly increased labors called for by the 





persuaded, suggest themselves to your -considera- 
tion. 

-The department must needs be satisfied with the 
prompt and faithful accounting for the public mo- 
ney, as duplicate certificates of deposite in the 
Planters’ bank are generally obtained semi-weekly, 
and forwarded. 

I know that general Harris nas generally had 
three clerks employed in the office; and such, in- 
deed, has been the press and quantity of business 
on hand, that he and they have been frequently en- 
gaged until 10 or 11 o’clock at night. 

The utmost active and indefatigable labors will 
be immediately put in requisition, with the em- 
ployment of additional clerks, until the desired re- 
turns shall be completed and forwarded; and it is 
confidently believed that the great amount of busi- 
ness these returns will show, will furnish, of itself, 
: satisfactory excuse for the otherwise seeming de- 

ays. 

It is in unison with the prevailing sentiment 
now, to say that the receiver’s office at this place 
is faithfully, attentively, industriously and ably 
conducted; and it is hoped that general Harris’s 
dismissal from office may be suspended until he can 
make out the returns; and it is confidently believed 
that they will contain within themselves a highly 
satisfactory excuse for the complained-of delay of 
the monthly returns.. I have the honor to be, with 
great regard, your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN COCKE, 
His excellency Andrew Jackson, president of the U.S. 


Columbus, ( Miss.) Oct. 10, 1835. 

Srr: I have the honor to report that Wiley P. 
Harris, esq., receiver of public moneys at Colum- 
bus, has not complied with the requirements of 
your letter of the 28th August; and that his returns 
for May, June, July, August and September, are in 
arrears. According to his return for April, there 
was on hand the sum of $211,059 03 on the 30th of 
that month; yet his succeeding deposites, made on 
the 9th and 11th May, were no more than $140,000; 
when, according to the regulation’, the whole sum 
should had been deposited. His previous deposites, 
made in January, February, March and April, are 
all very far short of the money on hand at the end 
of the previous month. 

The department is advised of deposites made 
during the period for which his returns are in ar- 
rears, amounting to the sum of $450,000; but, in 
the absence of any knowledge of the receipts of the 
land office at the period of the several deposites, it 
cannot be ascertained whether the amount deposit- 
ed at the respective dates embraced all the moneys 
on hand or not. Respectfully submitted: 

J. McG., clerk. 
Hon. secretary of the treasury. 

P. S. Mr. Harris’s letter, with letters from 

Messrs. Cocke and Ciaiborne, are enclosed. 


Treasury depariment, Oct. 12, 1835. 
Str: Trusting to the assurances given in your 
letter of the 14th ultimo, and to those of your 
friends, made in your behalf, the president has con- 
sented, upon the facts now before hitn, to continue 
you in office until the 12th November proximo; 
then, unless your monthly returns are all rendered, 
and satisfactory evidence that the whole of the 
public moneys with which you are chargeable are 
deposited, you must be removed from office, how- 
ever painful to both him and this department. 
Iam, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
W. P. Harris, esq. receiver of public money, Columbus, 
Mississipn. 


Treasury department, Oct. 26, 1835. 


Str: I have to observe, in reply to your letter of 


the 9th instant, that the allowance authorised by 
the regulations of the department, as a compensa- 
tion for travelling expenses, and risk in the trans- 
inission of the public moneys to the bank of de- 
posite, can only be made when such expenses and 
risk have actually been incurred, and not in any 
case where both are avoided by meuans of the faci- 


| lities afforded by the mail or deposite banks. More- 


ever, inasmuch as the branch bank of Columbus 
receives and credits the moneys received by you in 
the first instanee, I can perceive no reason why 
each deposite in past months should not have em- 
braced the whole amount in your possession at the 
time of such deposite, as the instructions require. 
[ am, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
W. P. Harris, esq. receiver of public money, Columbus. 


Treasury department, Nov. 28, 1835. 
Srr: Your letter of the 11th tastant, and return 
for the month of October, are received. As your 


operation of the late pre-emption la. will, [ am} deposites of pubtic moneys are made at Columbus, 





—— 
no reasons whatever can be seen why t! 
money in your hands at the end of the month j, 
deposited; it is expected that it will be hereafier 
Iam, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, °° 
: Secretary of the lreasuy 
W. P. Harris, esq. recewwer of public money, re the 
Mississippi. % 































































































Treasury department, Feb, 4, 1836 

Str: Your returns for the months of Octo! 
November and December, have not been receives 
| regret that there should be any occasion to noj;,, 
the neglect or accident, (as the case may be) . 
this important duty; and avail myself of the cil 
sion to inform you that, unless your future retin, 
are received at the department within the mont 
next succeeding that for which the return is reng,, 
ed, it will place me under the disagreeable neces. 
sity of reporting the fact to the executive, in oj, 
to comply with the general rule in this Class o 

cases. Iam, &c. LEVi WOODBURY, 

Sec. of the treasury, 
To receivers at Palmyra, Missouri, October, 


ber and Deceiber; Quincy, Illinois, November and 
December; Shawneetown, Illinois, October, Novem, 
ber and December; Cahaba, Alabama, Noveinhe 
and December; St. Stephen’s, Alabama, Novemiy 
and December; Columbus, Mississippi, Novem), 
and December; Mount Salus, Mississippi, Novo, 
ber and December; Helena, Arkansas, Decem}p. 
Washington, Arkansas. December; Zanesville, (ji, 


Illinois, December; Galena, Illinois, December; Vj) 
dalia, Illinois, December; ‘Tuscaloosa, Alabama, }). 
cember; Augusta, Mississippi, December; Choce'y, 


ma, Mississippi, December; New Orleans, Ouachi: fh 
and St. Helena, Louisiana, December; Green by f- 
Michigan, December; Batesville, Arkansas, Dec:n fh 


ber. 


Columbus, Feb. 27, 1836, 


Sir: Yours of the 4th instant came to hand thie 


morning. I can say, sir, in answer, that myr. 


turn for the month of November was ready to fo. 
ward on the 15th of December last; but, sever 
small errors, of which [ have notified the depart 
ment, in the returns, which I forwarded witho 
comparing with the register’s books, induced mg 
to wait until the register’s books were brought wR 


in order that my books should be correct. Ti 
register’s reyister of certificates is ready this mom 
ing; and I will compare my return for Novembe, 
and immediately forward it. The return for tli 
month of December will be ready and forwarded i 
a few days. 
and certificates forwarded regularly. 
my negligence. I will forward them for the future 
otherwise directed. 
fully, 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Columbus, ( Miss.) March 13, 1836. 


Sir: Enclosed you will receive my monthly «f 
count current for the month of November, ISi\—4 
showing a balance of four hundred and sixty-s 
thousand four hundred and ten dollars and filty-nl]” 
cents. ($466,410 59). The returas for the moult 
of December, January and February, will be if 
I am, sir, very Re 


warded in ten or twelve days. 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. P. HARRIS, receiver. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Treasury department, March 28, 1836. 


Srr: Your letter of the 13th instant, enclosil] 


your return for the month of November, is receivé 
Again it becomes 4 unpleasant duty to compat 
of your neglect in this respect, and to inform)" 
that the omission to transmit the required mou 
statements for a whole quarter after they-are dut 
cannot be permitted in any public officer; and ® 


pecially 
minded of the consequences of such neglect. 


the return of the mail, therefore, if the usual sta" 


ments for the other months in arrear are nol™ 
ceived, [ shall be under the disagreeable necess” 
of again submitting the subject to the president, fo 
his immediate action. Iam, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasw: 


M4 ° . ’ ue 
W.r. Harris, esq. receiver of public money, Colum 


Mississippi. 
Receiver’s office, Columbus, ( Miss.) 
Str: Yours of the 28th ultimo, complaining 
my monthly returns not having been forwalt’ 
cameto hand. And I now have the 


mailed 4th of April; that for February on 


N m a 
ber and December; Edwardsville, Lilinois, Nov 


The public money has been deposite(f 
I can assure 
you, sir, that my returns are not delayed through” 


after having been heretofore so often "& 


pleasure 0 a 
forming you that my monthly return for Decel®” 


was anailed 28th of March; that for Fan 
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I am, sir, yours, very respect” 
W. P. HARRIS, receiver. F 
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¢ April; and the last, for March, was mailed the 
on sth of Aprily all_of which you have received, no 
s bt, ere this. Respectfully, yours, . 
_ : W. P. HARRIS, receiver. 
Bon. Levi Woodbury, sec. treasury. 


Receiver’s office, Columbus, ( Miss.) 
May 23, 1836. 


1836 . : find 

> . Herewith enclosed you will please find my 
tober, rs account current for the month of April 
Ceived at showing a balance of one hundred and twenty- 
be ‘oht thousand five hundred and eighty-four dollars 


in nd seventy cents, ($128,584 70). I am, very re- 


© cca, fully, your obedient servant, 
retury Mee nclenys F W. P. HARRIS, receiver. 
ay on. Levi Woodbury, sec, treasury. 

er. 


Treasury department, June 6, 1836. 


Mt Order Srr: Your letter of the 23d ultimo, accompanied 
Class of y your returns for the month of April, is received. 
~— Jeeing the balance of public moneys in your hands 
sury, mounted to $128,584 70 at the end of that month, 
Nov F have to request that you will explain why it was 
ii at the whole of the public moneys in your hands 


N OVem. 


n the last of the previous month was not deposited, 
stead of a part, in conformity to explicit and fre- 


nV 
tear, yent instructions on that point. It is painful to 
vember ffembe obliged to ask you so often for explanations. 1 
Novem. m, &e. LEVI WOODBURY, 
cember Secretary of the treasury. 
Ne, Ci Receiver of public money, Columbus, Miss. 

LiCagy, ss iopeme 
er; Vani Receiver’s office, Columbus. ( Miss.) 
a 2 _ June 27, 1836. 
Paschal @ Sire: Your favor of June 6 is received, in which 
en Bu gyou complain of the amount of funds in my hands. 
‘Decene a@ Will inform you that I make my deposites in the 


1836. 


and this 


ranch bank at this place, weekly, which you will 
Dbserve from the letter I send yon from the cashier. 
“It is altogether owing to the irregularity of the 
ails that [ am unable to receive the certificates of 
eposite from Natchez. And I shall now be under 


+ tof Whe necessity of sending an agent there for the 
seven mespecial purpose of obtaining the certificates. This 
‘depart produced by the high water between here anc 
with @Natchez, which at this time renders the roads al- 
ced me most impassable. Yours, respectfully, 

aght up e W.P. HARRIS, receiver. 


t. The 


if mion. Levi Woodbury, sec. treasury. 


at Office Planters’ bank, Columbus, June 22, 1836. 
for tit ME SER: By the request of W. P. Harris, esq. re- 
arded : eiver of public moneys at this place, I would state 


posited | 
Nn assure 
throug 
e futurle 
r, unleie 
respec 
ceiver. i 


ry. 


1836. 


ithly aie 
er, 1S 
sixty-Sie 
ifty- nin 


> mon 


I be frig 


hat he has regularly made his deposites in this 
fice, and obtained from us from three to four certi- 
cates monthly. I would further observe, that so 
ar as my knowledge of the management of his 
Pllice extends, it has been conducted with perfect 
propriety, and a strict regard to the interests of the 
rovernment. Very respectfully, 
W. B. WINSTON, cashier. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


rm a 
oe 


Columbus, ( Miss.) August 27, 1836. 
Dear scr: In obedience toa circular from the 
ommissioner of the general land office, under date 
bf the 25th May last, requiring me, as receiver of 
if mhe land office at Columbus, to execute a new bond 
n the penalty of $200,000, I did sign the bond en- 


very losed to me by the department, and have procured 


ceiver. 
“ry. 


“Mhe signatures of nine different gentlemen, who, I 
Presume, would be deemed amply sufficient sure- 
“Mes fora greater sum than that required in the 
ond; but, after procuring this security, some facts 


1836. ave come to ny knowledge which have induced 
nclosii me to adopt a different course. You are aware 


eceivel 


f gt iat complaints have from time to time been made 


omplallf meby the department, on account of the tardiness of 
orm yoRmsome of ny official returns, and of the deficit of 
montljfe tbe returns of moneys which they exhibited. The 
are (uf imMinense amount and press of business which have 


and é& 


yften f 
ct. 


onstantly existed in this office since its establish- 
‘Epment were the apologies which I had to offer for 
Bey apparent delay and dereliction, and which I 


al staltm@then believed wonld be fully ratified so soon as the 
» not fm business of the office would admit of more leisnre 
ecessieand minute examination. This examination has 
dent, been recently made by me; and although I have 


asury: 


‘olumb 


iss.) 
1836. 
xining 
pwaret 


re of 
eceiD' be 
sary “Re 
the 1!"eagt 


{ed 


taken upon myself to send an agent to Natchez to 
*xamine my bank account particularly, and have 
made a pretty thorough examination of my own 
#*counts and official papers, I regret to say that I 
still find that there is a deficit against me, which as 
yet am unable to account for. 
| Under these circumstances, I feel that the only 
alternative left, and the one which my duty to. 
Wards you and the public for whom I act requires, 
is to tender to you my resignation as receiver of the 
Hand office at Columbus, Mississippi. I feel as- 
ya "ed, from former demonstrations of your kindness 
wards me, that I have heretofore enjoyed your 


confidence; and I regret that any circumstances 
should have occurred calculated in the least to im- 
pair that confidence. {f however trust and believe 
that I will yet be able to explain the whole matter 
satisfactorily, and that neither the public nor my 
friends will sustain any loss thereby. I wish my 
resignation to take effect from and after the last day 
of the present month, (August), at which time I 
shall, in anticipation, close up the business of the 
office. 

In conclusion, I will take the liberty of recom- 
mending to you for appointment as my successor 
colonel Gordon D. Boyd, of Attala county. You 
are probably acquainted with his public character, 
as he has been for many years a prominent mem- 
ber of our state legislature, and has been through- 
out an ardent supporter of your administration, and 
an unyielding advocate of the principles of demo- 
cracy. This request is made in his behalf, in part, 
on my own account. As he is my warm personal 
friend, he will willingly afford me every facility in 
his power to trace out and explain any errors which 
may have occurred while the office was under my 
charge. His capability to manage the office I 
think unquestionable; and it is only at my sugges- 
tion that he consented to my placing his name be- 
fore you, and will most probably make no applica- 
tion through any other medium. In conclusion, 
permit me to express to you assurances of my high 
consideration and esteem. Respectfully, yours, 
&e. W. P. HARRIS. 

Andrew Jackson, president of the United States. 

Endorsement in the handwriting of the president. 

‘‘Referred to the secretary of the treasury. The 
within resignation cannot be accepted until he set- 
tles up his accounts. If necessary, he can be sus- 
pended or removed. A. J.” 


Treasury department, September 21, 1836. 

Srr: Your letter of the 27th ultimo, addressed to 
the president, has been referred to this office. Your 
duties as receiver will, of course, have ceased, or 
been suspended, after the 3lst ultimo, the time 
when you propose your resignation should take 
effect. Immediate steps, it is hoped, will be taken 
to adjust your accounts and pay over the balance. 
Soon as the president returns, a further communi- 
cation will be made to you. I am, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 

W. P. Harris, esq. Columbus, Mississippi. 

[ The letter to the president by Harris, and refer- 
red to this office, with the endorsement thereon, 
reached it on the 21st of September, 1836; and, on 
the same day, measures were ordered to be taken 
to secure and collect what was due from him, and 
he notified that he was suspended from office; and 
the register was also notified of the fact, as appears 
by the annexed letters. On the president’s return 
to the city, (October 3), a successor was appoint- 
ed. L. W.] 


Treasury department, September 21, 1836. 
Str: I would remind you of the necessity of as- 
certaining the balance dne by Mr. Harris, receiver 
at Columbus, as soon as practicable, and of taking 
measures to secure and collect the same; apd he 
has been notified that his duties as receiver ceased 
after the 31st ultimo. [ am, respectfully, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 


To the commissioner of the general land office. 
Treasury depuriment, September 21, 1836. 


a letter addressed to W. P. Harris, esq. Upon the 
return of the president a successor will be appoint- 
ed. I am, respectfully, sir, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
William Downing, esq. 
Register land office, Columbus, Miss. 


Columbus, ( Miss.) November 1, 1836. 

Dear srr: I write for the purpose of advising 
you as to my situation in regard to my late connex- 
ion with the land office in this place. The state of 
my health has been such of late that J have not been 
able to examine into my office account; and as I feel 
that the prospect of its improvement is extremely 
doubtful, I am preparing to remove immediately to 
Brandon, near the seat of government is this state. 
I have, however, engaged the service of Mr. Ro- 
bert E. Harris, my nephew, who was engaged for 
some time with me as clerk, who, together with my 
successor in office, has kindly proffered his assist- 
ance, will make a thorough examination, and, is 
possible, trace out the error, or ascertain why it if 
that I appear to be so much in arrear. In the 
mean time, however, I am preparing for the worst, 
by selling off, on credit for bankable paper, all 
iy property, which I can make more than sufli- 
cient to meet the deficit, should an indulgence be 
{extended to me which will enable me to carry my 








Srr: [ transmit, for your information, a copy of 


) 


views into effect. I beg to request of you that you 
will not commence suit or any action upon my offi- 
cial bond until, if necessary, [ can make an appli- 
cation to congress to extend to me the necessary 
indulgence, as it is impossible for me to sell my 
property for cash. A coercive and rigid course 
towards me would not only have the effect of taking 
from ine the means of doing justice, but occasion a 
loss to the government which it would not other- 
wise sustain. I can assure this much, that if i am 
in arrears to any thing near the amount which the 
account shows against me, I have not used it, or 
derived any benefit therefrom; but it is so much 
actual loss, which is as yet to me unaccountable. 
Throughout my life I have endeavored to act justly 
and correctly towards others; and I feel just as little 
disposed to act differently towards the government, 
whose officers have reposed confidence in me; and 
I now assure you that all my effects are ready to 
be given up to satisfy its just demands, in whatever 
manner may be required of me. As no possible 
good can result from a rigid course towards me, 
but, on the contrary, the consequence might be the 
impoverishment of my family as well as loss to the 
public, I do hope that, if consistent with your offi- 
cial duty you can, you will take no steps until it 
may be seen whether congress will grant to me 
any indulgence. I respectfully request an answer 
to this communication. I have the honor to be, 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. P. HARRIS. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Treasury department, November 19, 1836. 

Str: Ihave received your letter of the Ist instant 
by the mail of this morning, and regret to inform 
you that, as long ago as August last, steps were 
taken by the solicitor of the treasury to attempt to 
secure the balance due from you. Iam, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 

W. P. Harris, esq. Columbus, Mississtppt. 

[Balance due from Mr. Harris one hundred and 
nine thousand one hundred and seventy-eight dol- 
lars and eight cents. ($109,178 08.) See state- 
ment.]} 


6.— Correspondence with G. D. Boyd, receiver at 
Columbus. 
Receiver’s office, Columbus, ¢ Miss.) 
December 9, 1836. 
Srr: I have lately received, in payment for lands 
entered at this office, a number of the receipts of the 
treasurer of the United States for money deposited 
by the holders of them. 1 have been in the habit 
of receiving them as money, and giving out my 
own receipts, ag in other cases for money actually 
om to me. Upon the examination of the law, 
iowever, I have doubts whether I ought to receive 
them in this way, as the law seeins to require that 
the holders of them shall produce such receipts to 
the register of the land obits, and has no other di- 
rectory provisions. I therefore request to be ad- 
vised upon this subject. Respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, G. D. BOYD, receiver. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secrétary of the treasury. 
veasury department, Dec. 26, 1836. 
Sir: In reply to the inquiry made in your letter 
of the 7th instant, I would respectfully refer you to 
the enclosed circular. I embrace the occasion to 
call your attention to the necessity of making your 
monthly returns to this office as soon after the ex- 
piration of each month as practicable. 
I am, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
G. D. Boyd, esq. receiver of public money, Columbus, Miss. 


Northeastern land district, 
Columbus, ( Miss.) Janwary 21, 1837. 

Dear str: I herewith enclose to you acertificate 
of the cashier of the Planter’s bank in Natehez for 
the aum of eighty-six thousand five hundred and 
ninety-three dollars and forty-six cents, deposited 
by me to the credit of the treasurer of the United 
States. In explanation of the delay of our monthly 
returns for the month of December, I will mention 
that some time since I had them in readiness, but, 
in consequence of what the register informed me 
would be considered as objectionable in them, I have 
wetained them for correction. The errors arose 
from the fact that, at the opening of this office, on 
the Ist December, owing to the great press of busi- 
ness, I permitted (with the consent of those who 
resided in this vicinity) those who lived at a greater 
distance to pay out their receipts first, and dated 
each on the day on which it was actually paid out; 
in consequence of which, some of the higher num- 
bers were dated earlier than those which preceded 
them. I shall, however, have both my monthly 





and quarterly accounts ending with the month of 
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December in readiness in a very few days. Very 
respectfully, yours, &c. é. D. BOYD, 

Receiver of public moneys. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Treasury department, February 18, 1837. 
Srr: Your'letter of the 29th ultimo, respecting 
‘the manner scrip is to be assigned, has been re- 
ceived. The fourth section of the act of 30th May, 
1830, provides that assignments shall be by endorse- 
ment thereon, altested by two witnesses. Where 
genuine scrip is presented, endorsed as required, 
and you have no reason to suspect the same to have 
been forged, there can be no objection to your re- 
ceiving the scrip; but you have, in all such cases, 
’ to act on your judgment, as your accounts can be 
credited with that only which is regularly transfer- 
red to the individual asking it. It 1s net necessary 

the assignment should be made in your presence. 

I am, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Receiver of public money, Columbus, Mississippi. 


Treasury department, May 25, 1837. 
Sir: I regret to be under the necessity of com- 
plaining of your neglect to transmit your return for 
the month of March last, and of reminding you that 
greater strictness must be observed in the perforin- 
_ ance of this duty. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
To receivers of public money Kaskashia, Illinois, (March 
and April); Columbus, Missssipm; Mount Salus, 
Miss, (February and March). 


Treasury department, June 10, 1837. 
Srr: In consequence of your neglect to render 
your monthly return,.and pay over the public mo- 
neys, as required by law and the instructions of the 
department, and the further omission to execute 
your official bonds in perfect form, the president 
has directed that the sales of public lands within 


your district be temporarily suspended, until your’ 


compliance with the duties imposed on you, or 
such other steps as the facts may justify. ‘The re- 
gister has been instructed accordingly. Under 
these circuinstances, I have to require that a bond 
be renewed, in the forin required by the commis- 
sioner of the land office, and that your returns be 
promptly rendered; and that the whole amount of 
public moneys in your hands be specially deposited 
to the credit of the treasurer of the United States, 
in the Planters’ bank at Natchez, and evidence 
thereof transmitted here without delay. Iam, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 


Receiver of public money, Columbus, Mississippi. 


Receivers office, N. E. land office, 
Columbus, ( Miss.) July 24, 1837. 

DEAR srr: Yourcommunication of the 10th June 
ultiino, in consequence of my absence, has just been 
received. From the circumstance of Mr. V. M. 
Garesche, who presented to the register and myself 
his testiinonials showing he was authorised by your 
departinent to make particular examination into the 
affairs of this office, having been here, and my hav- 
ing made to hima full disclosure of its situation, 
and of mine in connexion with it, I did not deem it 
necessary for me to communicate with the depart- 
mentat present. I had already anticipated the or- 
der to suspend the sale of land at this office, by 
ceasing to receive any money. So soon as I was 
advised of the defect of my official bond, I autho- 
rised Mr. Garesche to inform the department that 
it was my intention, as soon as I could convenient- 
ly, to see my former sureties, (some of whom were 
distant from here), and obtain their signatures to 
the new bond. I have now obtained the names of 
all, exceptone, who was on the bond before forward- 
ed; and his I have not yet obtained, in consequence 
of his absence, travelling through the state. So soon, 
however, as I can learn where he is, I will imme- 
diately attend to it. T was anxious to obtain the 
names of those who were on my first bond, (to 
whom I had made an explanation of miy affairs), in 
preference to any others, in order to show to the 
department that my friends here, and those who 
knew my business best, still have confidence. The 
truthis, I ain in default; a circumstance which has 
originaied from my reposing too great confidence in 
others. I am, however, prepared and determined 
to secure the government against loss, not only by 
a sufficient bond, but also secure it and my friends 
by an unconditional surrender of the whole of my 
property, whenever it may be required. ‘The re-- 
turns, in arrears, I will make out immediately; and 
hope, also, very soon to have itin my power to send 
the evidences of the deposite of the balance of the 
public moneys in my hands. It is also my inten- 
tion, so soon as I can properly arrange these things, 
to forward my resignation. In the mean time, 
however, I shall endeavor to properly execute my 








official duties, or make any further communication 
which may be required of me. I am, very respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, 
G. D. BOYD, receiver. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury secretary of the treasury. 


Columbus, July 24, 1837. 

I have read the foregoing letter, and have seen 
the bond to which it refers, and find that it has all 
the names which were to the original bond, with 
the exception of general S. Cocke; and there are 
some additional names. g 

* WM. DOWSING, register. 


reasury department, August 8, 1837. 
Sir: I am happy to hear of the frank and honora- 
ble course proposed in your letter of the 24th ulti- 
mo. It would be convenient to have the bond and 
and resignation arrive here by the early part of 
September. I am, &c. LEVI WOODBURY. 
Secretary of the treasury. 
G. D. Boyd, receiver of public money, Columbus, Miss. 


Treasury department, Oclober'7, 1837. 

Sir: [ have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 23d ultimo, tendering your resignation 
of the office of receiver of public money at Colum- 
bus, Mississippi, and requesting indulgence on the 
debts due the United States; and I have to inform 
you, in reply, that your resignation is accepted, to 
take effect on the Ist day of the present month, and 
a successor will be appointed. 

The district attorney will be instrusted to exer- 
cise as much indulgence as the public interest will 
permit, in relation to the adjustment of your con- 
cerns. I[ am, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 

Secretary of the treasury. 

Gordon D. Boyd, esq. 

Receiver of public money, Columbus, Miss. 


Extract from the report of V. M. Garesche, appointed 
to examine land offices. 
LAND OFFICE AT COLUMBUS. 
Columbus, ( Miss.) June 14, 1837. 

Sir: My labors are at last closed; my examina- 
tion terminated on the instant. I might have, 
probably, procured the assistance of a clerk, but I 
do not know that the service would have been 
benefitted, either as to economy or despatch. In 
the first instance, nothing less than five dollars per 
day would have been accepted, and the assistant 
would have been, in all probability, deficient in the 
knowledge required. In that case, my teaching, 
and the numerous interruptions occasioned by his 
inexperience, would have made me lose a time 
which his co-operation on the other time would not 
have made up. My anxiety, too, as to his correct- 
ness, would have obliged me to examine his work 
before assuming the responsibility. I therefore de- 
clined; and, to make up for the services of this ne- 
glected aid, | was assiduons at the office from half 
past seven in the morning till seven in the evening, 
not even excepting Sundays; allowing myself less 
than one hour for my dinner. I enter into all these 
details, that, should the result not meet your anti- 
cipation, the fault should not be attributed to any 
negligence on my part; but I trust my labors will 
be found satisfactory. 

The account of the receiver, which I have made 
out, and transmit herewith, presents against him a 
balance of $55,965 54. His own account makes it 
$53,272 73; it is alsoannexed. His assets, of which 
I also send you the list, amount to $61,549 98, 
rating the land at $1 25 only, but might probably 
realize double the amount. ‘The man seems’really 
penitent; and I am inclined to think, in common 
with. his friends, that he is honest, and has been led 
away from his duty, by the example,of his prede- 
cessor, and a cértain looseness in the code of mora- 
lity, which here does not move in so limited a cir- 
cle as it does with us at home. Another receiver 
would probably follow in the footsteps of the two. 
You will not, therefore, be surprised, if I recom- 
inend his being retained, in preference to another 
appointment; for he has his hands full now, and 
will not be disposed to speculate any more. He 
will have his bond signed by the same sureties, and 
forwarded in a few days to Washington; this speaks 
favorably. He has, moreover, pledged his word that, 
if retained, he will strictly obey the law, and re- 
ceive nothing but specie in payment for lands. He 
tells me that he is about selling a great portion of 
his lands; that and some other negotiation will ena- 
ble him to discharge a large portion of his debt to 
the United States before the expiration of the pre- 
sent quarter, Lenity towards him, therefore, might 
stimulate him to exertions, which severity might, 
perhaps, paralyze. I have, in the mean time, en- 
joined the closing of the ijand office until the bond 
is completed and returned. No land has been sold 
since the 29th ultimo. 
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Various are the reports of the late recojy Mm... also 
solvability; some say that he will pay the whl haves wt 
whilst others, and the greater aaabe,, do Mos we out . ep 
lieve that he will pay 75 per cent. but they a), Mew’ e hal 
cede that his intemperance has been his eceall rest 0 he 
crime, and that the loss of his money has of abot 837 
caused by that of his reason; and that, ‘as jn», jem”? 5; 
bra, the minus on one side has been plus ont z one 
other. It is my belief that his forced confide, Corresp 
has been sadly abused. He, too, passes for a), ht Trea: 
est man. I am, very respectfully, sir, Your ob The dé 
dient servant, Vv. M.G ARESCHE e the the 


Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury, 

[G. D. Boyd is indebted fifty thousand nine} 
dred and thirty-seven dollars and twenty.j, 
cents ($50,937 29), as per last settlement at ' 
treasury. ] | 


s, showing 
¢ appoint 
nediate at! 
that prov 
t, and in 
to be rega 

















List of notes belonging to G. D. Boyd. 
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James Fullerton, due Jan. 1, 1837 $100 sted OVI 
Do. do. 1838 200 (MR - Tohury 
Do. do. 1839 200 , ite Recet 
Joseph Barron, due March 1, 1837 200 § 
Do. due Jan. 1, 1838 200 
Henry Brown, due Feb. 8, 1838 150 EAR SIR: 
Do. do. 1839 15) (MR in reply 
Nathan Tims, due Feb. 9, 1838 500 0 ling a We 
’ pals 
Do. do. 1839 50) on my pa 
Do. do. 1840 500 Of iligence ' 
A. W. Harris, due January 1, 1838 500 (occasions 
Do. do. 1840 500 Whe functic 
Do. payable G. D. B.& J. dat, owing t 
Henderson, due 1839, $1,000— Meats runniné 
one-half is 500 (im at an earl 
James White, due January, 1838 250 deposite, 
Do. do. 1839 250 been mac 
H. Fordson, payable G. D. B. & J. Ghedient ser’ 
Henderson, due November, 1837, Won. Levi 
$600—one-half is 300 We 
Do. do. 1838, $600 — i 
one half is 300 WemBin: I hav 
Wm. , due January 1, 1838 250 ( sales of 
Do. do. 1839 250 0 ril, May 
A. P. Boyd & B. Evans, G. D. d’t serval 
Boyd & J. Henderson, due Feb. Sailon. Levi | 
1838, $1,200—one-ba!f is 600 Nm. B. T 
Do. do. due February, r arter, witl 
1839, $1,200—one half is 600 (wath them. 
Do. do. 1840, $1,200— 
one-half is 600 0) 
H.B. Searborough, due Feb. 1837 1,666 0% 
Do. do. 1,666 MS rp: Tha 
Do. do. 1,666) @iclosing 3 
H. B. Scarborough, due July, 1837 250% Minths of Z 
Do. do. 1838 250 WE iiicsion of t! 
W. B. Young, four notes, #1,000 il be seen 
each, due July, 1837, 1838, re may b 
1839, 1840 4,000 yi the retu 
Wm. Logan, two notes, $125 each, Wormation 
due July, 1837, 183 250 " @huchers, a 
W. B. Williams, two notes, $200 “Sher neces 
each, due January, 1837, 1838 400 file general 
G.R. Fitter & Richard H. Walker, ‘@ier the e 
four notes, $1,125 each, due Oct. E@onthly re 
1837, 1838, 1889 and 1840 4,510 ile previou 
Thomas H. Rogers, two notes, “ie several 
G.D.B.& J. Henderson, $500 Booth, an 
each, due March, 1838 and 1839 500 WE Ge close of 
Joseph Ivey, two notes, $250 each, @ the sec 
G.D. B. & J. Henderson, due ‘We commis 
March, 1838, 1839—one half is 500 (i return o 
M. M. Robertson, two notes, $2590 § fn you si 
each, due April, 1838 500 (Eiiust requi 
A. Nash, two notes, $250 each, “Bion. 
$500, each due April, 1838 and Pe The reg 
1839 1,000 "E@loneys, a 
James Vose, endorsed by Chas. e pasury, ¢ 
Spence and others, due in Com- Bunts and 
mercial bank, Manchester, April, ‘@ties. Itr 
1838 1,000 ESMirict obse 
Wm Dodd & Allen Dodd, two ‘ WMinful nex 
notes $200 each, due 1838 and Butive to 
1839 400 "Elim, &e. 
Andrew Atkinson, three notes, r 
#800 each, due 1838, 1839, 1840 2,400 "RE L.. Hawk 
W. B. & H. J. Williams, three e Re 
notes, one $2,000, due January, “ 
1839; one $2,500, due January, 2 
1840; one $3,000, due January, | # Dear 8 
1840 7 500 & fe to h 
Evans, Boyd & Co. three notes, meve to 
$166 66 each, due April, 1838, , onthly a 
1839, 1840 500 “gpshed fro 
J.M. Lilly, three notes, $166 66 ol this offi 
each, due April, 1828, 1839, 1840 40,500 © Tt vor 
—_— Fe 0 
337,150 
Pe tlon. Le 
About $1,000, other good notes, a 
not secured by land y 1,000 "% (Balan 
— - sand 
$38,150 (K 4 casury] 
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© not tsome small debts. I have also an 
°y all a toe or half of the profits which nay be made 
5 greataflf' pout 15,000 acres more. G. D. BOYD. 























&S bel ne 5, 1837. 
i ron ith Littleb Hawki eiver 
US On fh ' ence wt ury Hawkins, rec 
CONfideng Correspond at Helena. 
OF AN ho, Treasury department, January 30, 1835. | 
Your of a: The department having received no dupli- 
SCHR of the monthly returns, required by its regula- 
ury. ;. showing the transactions of your office, since 
ne hig, appointment, it becomes proper to call your 
only ti roduate attention to this duty, and to,inform 
nt at 4 ‘that promptitude and punctuality in this re- 
t. and in the deposite of the public money, 
to be regarded as cahar pean duties, and will be 
yd. sted on accordingly. Tam, &e. 
woo ! LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
OW . awkins, esq. 
a s soe (fee of the public money, Helena, Ark. 
00 1 im 
200 | Helena, March 13, 1835. 


150 year stk: Yoursof the 30th January is before 
150 | in reply to which I have to say, that, notwith- 
5) (iD ding a want of promptness is somewhat mani- 
500 on iny part, yet permit me to assure you that 


500 iligence on ny part was, and shall on all simi- 















































50 (occasions be used, in order to discharge prompt- 
5) ihe functions of my office. But my apology is, 


, owing to the river being closed, and no steam- 
ts running, it was rendered entirely impractica- 
at an earlier day than [ attended to it. Since my 
deposite, I flatter myself that all promptness 
been made use of. I have the honor to be your 
Gbedient servant, L. HAWKINS, receiver. 

Wion. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury, §c. 


300 (i 

Helena (A. T.) July 5, 1835. 
sin: I have the honor to enclose the transcript of 
sales of land at this office for the months of 
ril, May and June. I am respectfully, your 
d’t servant, L. HAWKINS. 
on. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury, &c. 
. B. They were retained to the end of the 
arter, With an intention of sending on an agent 
hthem. Indisposition of the agent prevented. 
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Treasury department, July 30, 1835. 
Sir: I have received your letter of the 5th inst. 
losing register of sales and receipts for the 
nths of April, May and June last. The trans- 
ssion of these papers to this office is irregular, as 
ll be seen on reference to your instructions. That 
re may be no further misapprehension in regard 
the returns required, I have to state, for your 
on op oration, that your quarterly accounts and 
250 WE Wuchers, accompanied by the register of sales and 
E @ier necessary statements, are to be rendered to 
400 Of ‘We general land office for settlement, immediately 
‘@er the expiration of each quarter. Duplicate 
Monthly returns, showing the balance on hand in 


,000 We 


10 "Ete previous months, the aggregate receipts, and 

“We several heads of disbursement in the current 
500 0 “Month, and the balance due, are to be rendered at 
3 N ry 


“We close of each month—one of which is to be sent 
‘® the secretary of the treasury, and the other to 
We commissioner of the general land office: and as 
return of the latter description has beenreceived 
m you since that for the month of January last, | 
ist require your immediate attention to the omis- 


500 
500 


Dn. 
The regular deposite of the whole of the public 


( t : ; 

0008 i bneys, as prescribed by the regulations of the 
weasury, and the punctual transmission,of your ac- 
Punts and monthly returns, are paramount official 

»o0 W Bilies. [trest you will so regard them, and by their 


i rict observance, thus save the department the 

lnful necessity of calling the attention of the ex- 
utive to any future neglect in these respects. J 
i, &e. LEVI WOODBURY. 


Secrelary of the treasury. 


100 0 : 


400 0 eL. Hawkins, esq. 


Receiver of public money, Helena, A. T. 


“a Helena, (A. T.) August 2, 1835. 
EAR str: Your favor of the 30th ultimo came 
® to hand. [ regret that I was coinpelled to 
ave to make my deposites at Natchez. The 
onthly and quarterly accounts, both, shall be fur- 
ca from the commencemznt of the operations 

's office to the end of the last quarter, and shall 
. strictly attended to hereafter. I am, respectful- 
» Your obed’t servant; 


00 o 


PERL WE SARS 6 gash er ges 


00 ot 
00 


na Ob ° 

50 a L. HAWKINS, receiver. 
>On on. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury. 

) dlance due from Mr. Hawkins, one hundred 


a ousa : 
50 OR uy ($100,000), per last settlement at 


*. 
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8.—Correspondence with U. G. Mitchell, recetver al 
Cahabia. 
CIRCULAR. 
Treasury department, February 28, 1835. 

Sir: Ithas been intimated to the department that 
a practice prevails at some of the land offices of 
permitting entries and issuing certificates of pur- 
chase, without the payment of the purchase-money 
at the time of the entry. Such a practice being 
unauthorised and highly reprehensible, I have 
deemed it proper to make known to you, that if it 
has been tolerated by you, it must immediately 
cease; and any repetition of it hereafter, coming to 
the knowledge of the department, will receive 
prompt and exemplary notice. 

I cannot omit the occasion to impress upon you 
the necessity of a strict attention to, and punctual 
compliance with, the duties required of you in re- 
gard to the prompt deposite of the public moneys 
and transmission of your accounts and returns; and 
to say to you that the performance of those duties 
must be regarded as parmount to all other in your 
official station. I am, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
To receivers of public money at Cahaba, Huntsville, 

Montgomery, St. Stephen’s, Augusta, Chocchuma, 

New Orleans, Ouachita, Demopolis, Mardisville, Spar- 

ta, Tuscaloosa, Columbus, Wushingion, Opelousas, 

and St. Helena. 


Treasury department, February 4, 1836. 
Str: Your returns for the months of October, No- 
vember and December, have not been received. I 
regret that there should be any occasion to notice 
the neglect or accident, (as the case may be), in 
this important duty; and avail myself of this occa- 
sion to inform you that, unless your future returns 
are received at this department within the month 
next succeeding that for which the return is render- 
ed, it will place me under the disagreeable necessi- 
ty of reporting the fact to the executive, in order to 
comply with the general rule in this class of cases. 
Iam, &c. LEVI WOODBURY. 
Secretary of the treasury. 
To receivers at Palmyra, Missouri, October, November 
and December; Edwardsville, Illinois, November and 
December; Quincy, Illinois, November and Decem- 
ber; Shawneetown, Illinois, October, November and 
December; Cahaba, Alabama, November and De- 
cember; St. Stephen’s, Alabama, November and De- 
cember; Columbus, Mississippi, November and De- 
cember; Mount Salus, Mississippi, November and 
December; Helena, Arkansas, December; Washing- 
ton, Arkansas, December; Zanesville, Ohio, Decem- 
ber; Vincennes, Indiana, December; Chicago, IIli- 
nois, December; Galena, Illinois, December; Vanda- 
lia, Illinois, December; Tuscaloosa, Alabama, De- 
cember; Augusta, Mississippi, December; Chocchu- 
ina, Mississippi, December; N.Orleans,Ouachita, and 
St. Helena, Louisiana, December; Green Bay, Mi- 
chigan, December; Batesville, Arkansas, December. 


Receiver’s office, Cahaba, Feb. 19, 1836. 

Srr: [received yours of the 4th instant. The 
press of business in this office bas prevented the 
returns to be forwarded as soon as they are requir- 
ed. 

I wish to know if it would be advisable to sus- 
pend the entry of land a few days at a time, in or- 
der to forward the returns sooner. The returns you 
mention have been forwarded. I shall spare no 
pains to comply with the instructions from your 
department. Respectfully, your obed’t servant. 

U. G. MITCHELL, R. P. M. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury. 

Treasury department, March 3, 1836. 

Str: The suspension of the business of the land 
office, for the purpose of enabling you to make out 
your monthly returns, cannot be permitted. As 
those returns are intended to be mere exhibits of 
your cash transactions for each month, and are not 
necessarily subject to the delay of detailed book 
entries, [can perceive no sufficient reason for 
their being withheld longer than the first week in 
each succeedins month. [am &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 

U. G. Mitchell, esq. receiver of public money, Cuhaha. 

Treasury department, November 24, 1836. 

Str: Besides the neglect complained of in my 
letter of the 18th instant, I regret to be obliged to 
take notice of another, equally culpable: it is the 
omission to deposite the public money at the inter- 
vals prescribed in the instructions of the depart- 
ment. It appears that no deposite has been made 
by you since the 23th July last, although the ba- 
lance on hand on the 3ist August amounted to 
$52,910 1-3, as shown by your returns of that date. 
I inust therefore claim your immediate attention 
to the subject. J! am, &c. 

LEVi WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 


Receiver of public money, Cahaba, Alabamt. 








Receiver’s office, Cahaba, December 8, 1836. 
Srr: I received yours of the 24th November. I 
am truly sorry you think I have neglected my duty 
about depositing the public moneys; thatisa thing, 
I never have neglected, sick or well. On the 14th 
November, 1836, [ enclosed you the cashier’s re- 
ceipt, dated 31st October, 1886.for $136,091 34. 
As I wrote you before, the delay of my returns 
was owing to my indisposition: I have just got so 
1 can attend to my office. Respectfully your obe- 
dient servant, U. G. MITCHELL, R. P.M. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, 
Secretary of the treasury, Washington, D. C. 


Treasury department, Jan. 17, 1837. 
Srr: I enclose a copy of a note submitted to the 
department in reference to the conduct of your as- 
sistant, in charging a discount on moneys received 
in payment for public lands; and have to request 
that you will furnish the department with full ex- 
planations. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
Receiver of public money, Cahaba. 


Receiver’s office, Cahaba, Feb. 3, 1837. 
Sir: I received yours of the 17th ultimo. Iam 
truly sorry that any gentleman should find fault 
with the gentleman that I entrusted my office to 
in my illness. I can say to your departinent that 
Mr. Joseph Babcock is a gentleman of high stand- 
ing and respectability; a man that is honest and 
correct in all his dealings; he stands as high as any 
gentleman in this section of country; and he would 
scorn to do any act derogatory toa gentleman. [ 
now enclose you Mr. Babcock’s statement, which 
I hope will be satisfactory to your department. Re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. G. MITCHELL, rec. of public moneys. 
Hon. Levit Woodbury, 
Secretary of the treasury, Washington city. 


Cuhaba, February 3, 1837. 
Dear str: At your request, I have to state, in 
answer to Mr. Boykin, charged with having re- 
ceived of him paper money in payment for land, 
that such was not the fact. Mr. Boykin requested 
me to take paper; I told him I could not, but that 
he could probably get his money changed in town. 
He replied that it was a hard case if he had to pay 
a per cent. and then asked me if I would exchange 
with him; I answered that I had specie of my own, 
unconnected with the public money, he could have 
at the current rates specie was at that time selling 
atin town, which was five per cent. He agreed to 
this arrangement, paid me for the exchange, and 
the specie,was deposited by me for his land. Now, 
this is the true history of the transaction with Mr. 
Boykin. I used no funds but my own, which, as a 
free citizen, I contend [ have an undoubted right to 
do. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH BABCOCK. 
Uriah G, Mitchell, esq. receiver. 
Treasury department, Feb. 18, 1857. 
Str: Your letter of the 3d instant is received; in 
reply to which, [ have to observe, that neither you 
nor any other person in your employment should 
deal in exchanges, inasmuch as it tends to produce 
complaints, and subjects you to suspicion, however 
upright your views may be. 1 hope it wil! not be 
allowed hereafter. I am. &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the lreasury, 


Receiver of public money, Cahaba, Alabuma. 


Treasury departinent, May 25, 1837. 
Sir: I have to ask your attention to that part of 
the enclosed circular which relates to the trans- 
mission of your monthly returns to this office. I 
am, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
To receivers of public money, St. Louis, Palmyra, Caha- 
ba, New Orleans, Chocchuma, and St. Augustine. 
(Mr. Mitchell, as late receiver at Cahaba, is in- 
debted fifty-four thousand six hundred and twenty - 
six dollars and fifty-five cents, $54,626 55.) 
9.— Correspondence with Paris Childress, receiver at 
St. Helena. 
Treasury departinent, July 18, 1854. 
Srr: I regret to be under the necessity of no- 
ticing Your omission to make returns for the months 
of April, May and June last. By a circular dated 
the 15th of January last, you were advised of the 
necessity of promptitude inthis respect; it remains 
that I should again remind von; once for all, that 
this is a duty which must be punctually observed. 
[ am, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
e Secretary of the treasury. 
To receivers at Marietta, Ohio; Vincennes, Indiana; 
Fort Wayne, Indiana; Springfield, [linois; Fayette, 
Missouri; St. Helena, Louisiana; and St. Stephen's, 
Ajabama. 
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Receiver’s office, St. Helena, ( La.) Aug. 15, 1834. 

Str: In answer to yours of the 18th ultimo, I 
furnish you, herewith, my accounts for the months 
o&April, May and June last, showing the transac- 
tions in my office. The office of register being 
vacant, no business was transacted; and I was of 
opinion that it would not be thought necessary by 
the department that I should reiterate from month 
to month the same statement, believing that my 
quarterly returns would answer every thing fully 
and satisfactorily. I am, sir, very respectfully, 
your obedient and humble servant, 

. PARIS CHILDRESS, receiver. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


CIRCULAR. 
Treasury department, Feb. 28, 1835. 

Srr: It has been intimated to the department that 
a practice prevails at some of the land offices of 
permitting entries and issuing certificates of pur- 
chase, without the payment of the purchase money 
at the time of the entry. Such a practice being 
unauthorised and highly reprehensible, I have 
deemed it. proper to make known to you that, if it 
has been tolerated by you, it must immediately 
cease; and any repetition of it hereafter, coming 
to the knowledge of the department, will receive 
prompt and exemplary notice, 

I cannot omit the occasion to impress upon you 
the necessity of a strict attention to, and punctual 
compliance with, the duties required of you in re- 
gard to the prompt deposite of the public moneys, 
and transmission of your accounts and returns; and 
to say to you that the performance of those duties 
must be regarded as paramount to all other in your 
official station. Iam, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
To receivers of public money at Cahaba, Huntsville, 

Montgomery, St. Stephen’s, Augusta, Chocchuma, 

New Orleans, Ouachita, Demopolis, Mardisville, 

Sparta, Tuscoloosa, Columbus, ashington, Ope- 

lousas, and St. Helena. 

Treasury Department, Feb. 4, 1836. 

Sir: Your returns for the month of December 
have not been received. I regret that there should 
be any occasion to notice the neglect or accident, 
(as the case may be), in this important duty, and 
avail myself of the occasion to inform you that, un- 
less yous future returns are received at the depart- 
ment within the month next succeeding that for 
which the return is rendered, it will place me un- 
der the disagreeable necessity of reporting the fact 
to the executive, in order to comply with the gene- 
ral rule in this class of cases. I am, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 


Paris Childress, esq. receiver at St. Helena, La. 


_— 


Receiver’s office, St. elena, ( La.) March 1, 1836. 

Str: With this you will receive my account cur- 
rent, aggregate of moneys received, and certificate 
of deposite for ten thousand dollars; from which it 
is to be seen there is a balance of two thousand two 
hundred an‘ eighty-two dollars and five and a half 
cents in hand. 

Your letter of the 4th of February has been re- 
ceived,and I should regret that any of my acts, for the 
future, should place you under the disagreeable ne- 
cessity of informing the executive of my neglect of 
duty. I, like others, am liable to make mistakes 
and neglect my duty, but I believe seldom in com- 
parison with others. But] shall endeavor, whilst 
I remain in office, so to act as to clear me from any 
suspicions relative to punctuality in returns. Yours, 
respectfully, 

PARIS CHILDRESS, receiver. 

Ilon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 

Treasury depariment, March 26, 1836. 

Str: Complaints are made to the department 
that you do not reside at the land office, and that, 
in consequence, it frequently occurs that persons 
having business at the office are disappointed in 
seeing you, and obliged to return without being 
able to accomplish their business. 

You are aware that, by the regulations of the de- 
partment, you are required to resice at the place 
where the land office is located, while you fill the 
office of receiver. I must therefore claim your 
immediate attention to this matter. I am, &c. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 


Receiver of public money, St. Helena, Louisiana. 


Receiver’s office, St. Helena, ( La.) Aug. 12, 1836. 

Sir: I bave the honor to transmit to you, here- 
with, my account current and aggregate statement 
of moneys, and certificate of deposite for the month 
of July, showing a balance of five thousand two 
hundred and eleven dollars and thirty-eight and a 
half cents in favor of the United States. 











L also wiil advise the department of the fact that I 
have removed tothe office, and shall never be absent, 
unless to deposite. Respectfully, your obedient 
servant, PARIS CHILDRESS, receiver. 

Hon. secretary of the treasury, Washington city. 


New Orleans, Feb. 25, 1838. 

Dear sir: With this you will receive my account 
current, aggregate of moneys received, and account 
with the treasurer of the United States, which have 
been delayed in their transmission by my leaving 
the office, and there being no mail at Greensburg 
during the last month. 

In this I also tender you my resignation as re- 
ceiver of public moneys, being no longer worthy of 
the trust; and, in conclusion, must recommend Mr. 
T. N. Baylies as a gentleman more worthy to fill 
the vacancy than any one of the present applicants. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PARIS CHILDRESS. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, . 
Secretary of the treasury, Washington city. 


Treasury department, March 19, 18388. 
Sir: Your resignation of the office of receiver of 
public money at St. Helena has been received and 
accepted; and I have to request that the balance of 
public money in your hands may be placed in the 
Union bank, at New Orleans, to the special credit 
of the treasurer. I am, sir, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Paris Childress, esq. St. Helena, La. 
[Balance due from Paris Childress, twelve thou- 
sand four hundred and forty-nine dollars and seven- 
ty-six cents, ($12,449 76).] 


10.— Correspondence with M. J. Allen, receiver at 
Tallahassee. 
Treasury department, Nov. 15, 1836. 
Sir: The pusctual deposite of the public moneys 
at stated intervals being enjoined by the requisi- 
tions of the department, it becomes proper to invite 
your special attention to this duty, and to require 
that the amount in your hands be placed to the 
ercdit of the treasurer in one of the deposite banks. 
To enable you to do so with more convenience, and 
to save the expense of travel, you are authorised to 
procure a draft on any convenient deposite bank for 
the funds on hand, and to allow a reasonable pre- 
mium for the same. The draft so procured can be 
sent to the bank on which it is drawn, and credited 
to the treasurer. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, see. treasury. 


Math. J, Allen, esq. Receiver of public moneys, Tallahas- 
see, Floridaa. 


Seeiieenel 


Treasury department, Feb. 21, 1837. 
Str: I regret to be under the necessity of ccm- 
plaining of your neglect to render your returns for 
November, December and January. Your imme- 
diate attention is requested to the subject. 
Iam, &c, LEVI WOODBURY, 


Sec. of the treusury. 
Receiver of public money, Tallahassee, Fa. 


Tallahassee, March 31, 1837. 
Sir: Herewith are transmitted my accounts cur- 
rent for the months of January and February, 1837. 
I some time since received a communication from 


you, drawing my attention to the transmission of 


my returns for November and December of the last 
year; but, as they had been some time forwarded, 
I did not think it necessary to answer that com- 
munication; but, upon reflection, I feel uncertain 
whether I transmitted to you the monthly returns 
due your office—indeed, it had escaped my recol- 
lection that they were due you. You will much 
oblige me by informing me for what months ac- 
counts current are due you; and I will transmit 
copies of them immediately after its receipt. Verf 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MATTHEW J. ALLEN, receiver. 
Hea. Levi Woodbury, sec. treasury. 


Treasury department, April 12, 1837. 
Str: The monthly returns in arrear from your 
office are those for November and December last, 
as you have already been informed. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. treasury. 


Receiver of public money, Tallahassee. 


Treasury department, January 13, 1838. 
Sir: The acting quartermaster general has this 
day communicated to me a letter of lieutenant J. 
W. McCrabb, dated the 2d instant, which states 
that you have refused to pay five drafts of $5,000 


each, drawn by the treasurer upon you in favor of 


major J. B. Brant, United States army. Ifa satis- 


factory explanation of this refusal shall not be re- 





: = —— fun 
ceived by return of mail, it will be my imperatiy, ery that t 
duty to lay the case before the president, for his fi. . to that e 







nal action upon your breach of official trust, to the 
great injury of the public service. Iam, &c, 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury, 
M. J. Allen, esq. 
Recewer of public money, Tallahassee. 


urther state 
ner wise, me 
nds satisfac 
n see no § 


Tallahassee, January 13, 1838. It will be a 


Srr: I write this for the purpose of accounting Me to abel 
to you for the fact of my having protested drafts , [a a that d 
this office when there were funds in it to the creqj pei e yo 
of the treasury. * dil as p 


Before the suspension of specie payment, I r. LEVI 


ceived the notes of the two banks at this place, wit i"; 
an express understanding with their aBicers had fatihew 2 
was to be considered as a special specie deposite. 
At the period of suspension at this place, the direc. 
tors of those banks refused to recognise any diffe. & - In the 
ence between myself and their other creditors, 9) sit it 
the ground that the officers of the banks were no} 4 en: 8 
authorised to make the contract which they diq ae uarter. 
with me as receiver. $q M. J 
There remains, therefore, in those banks funds ittanse i 
belonging to the treasury to the amount of aboy he ban 
$30,000 (unavailable at the time) in specie. Thi ered in pa 
snm is perfectly secure, and will be immediately q memor 
paid on the resumption of specie payments. The Bae i¢th inst 
banks offered drafis on the north to the holders of srteen, in t 


those drafts which have been protested, but they 

refused to receive any thing except the specie, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MATTHEW J. ALLEN, receiver. 


man who 
had paid 
t. You 











: specie circu 

P.S. January 19, 1838. I have just discovered F an of the 
that by neglect this letter was not transmitted when F*¥on the 8t! 
written, and that my communication of yesterday, Bae fjorida re 


in which I refer to it, has preceded it. 


n a draft o 
M. J. ALLEN, 


the receiver 
vactions of 
th which 
construction 
seeiver hac 


Tallahassee, January 18, 1838. 
Srr: Herewith are transmitted my weekly re. 
turns for the first and second weeks of this month. 































You will perceive that though (for the reasons as. Blgve gone 
signed in my last communication to you) | had by Allen to 
been compelled to protest drafts previously present. Bie cashier | 
ed for want of specie funds, yet I have paid one, BOE the treast 
viz: No. 2,915 on war warrant No. 8,211, since, for §@ be in the 
$8,000, on the condition that the deficiency in Fegmplaint, t 
bank (in specie) should be made up by my future Petr money 
deposites. Said deficiency is $5,640 12. ea their ba 
The balance on hand, $26,895 374, is (as stated Pamother apy 
in my last) at present unavailable to the treasury, entered 
but perfectly safe; a part of the above balance is on ) . Andrew 
hand in cancelled treasury notes, which will be BW@e receive: 
transmitted as directed. Very respectfully, your evious pe 
obedient servant, agformation 
MATTHEW J. ALLEN, receiver. @erk was 1 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. Mth instar 
— Sock of th 
Treasury department, Feb. 2, 1838. lars; anc 
S1r: Your letters of the 13th and 18th instant are thousanc 
received. The department cannot recognise any BRy mortgag 
such excuse as that assigned in your letter for the Fgshould y 
failure to meet its drafts in specie. The receipt of PMMtice, and 
bank notes has been expressly prohibited. It is re- gov. Cal 
quired that you will put yourself in a situation to BMgence, to 
pay all the money on hand in specie, if desired, by FR timony i 
procuring it from the bank or elsewhere, and pay- Baspectfull, 
ing it out in discharge of the drafts drawn on you, — y/“e prese 
if the holders demand it. I shall expect a full and F 
satisfactory reply to this letter, by return of mail, & 
in order that the whole subject may be submitted tr: En 
to the president. I am, &e. agains 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. Bted in yc 
M. J. Allen, esq. WI expect 
Receiver of public money, Tallahassee, Florvia. Wile of next 
ant plain] se 
Tullahassee, Jan. 24, 1838. se char 
Srr: I this day received your communication of Berne eas 
the 13th instant, requiring an explanation of the d me th: 
fact of my having refused to pay four drafts of es for th: 
$5,000 each, drawn on me in favor of J. B. Brant, Du will 
United States army. F ent will 
I beg leave to refer you to my letter of the 15!) Bifens to ¢ 
instant, in which I have explained the reasons of 2 govert 
my having been compelled to protest the dralls hand ; 
above mentioned. bur obed 
You will please inform me whether my explana Bion. Le 
tion is satisfactory, and what course shall be pur- 
sued in regard to the public moneys on deposite, In : 
the banks of this place. I am, very respectfully, FF I divide 
your obedient servant, Meas rei 
MATTHEW J. ALLEN, recewer, Bil the ora 
P.S. When in Washington last summer, I 1" ee 
formed you personally of the situation of those + cone: 
funds. J. A. ovary 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. treasury. Mrnest yr 
et AO Were 
Treasury department, Feb. 5, 1838.  nohea, 


Sir: Your letter of the 24th ultimo 1s received: 
When you told me last summer that you had dep? 
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“40n the 8th ultimo, the cashier of the Union bank 


gon a draft of the treasury of the United States, on 


eonstruction of the arsenal at Mount Vernon. The 


ees 


St 2 > 


Mformation; but I have been informed that the 
@erk was not worth five hundred dollars. 
Mth instant, M. J. Allen subscribed to the new 


Should you deem this communication worthy of 
tice, and will commission the surveyor general, 


@timony in proof of what I have written. 


ated in yours of the 8th instant. 


@e of next month, when I will call upon you [and 


Mose charges, 
Che cashier of the Union bank of Florida has 


| divide the charges made by Mr. Gamble against 
me ?.°3 Teceiver, into three, and will answer them 


mee that this department had given no instruc- 


to that effect, and could not recognise the act. | were giving 20 per cent. for specie, and it was often 
ye La stated that you must, through the bank or | not to be had at that. I have received nothing but 
ut t the drafts of the department in|specie or treasury notes lately; nor shall I again, 


wise, mee : 
nerwises under any circumstances. 


ds satisfactory to the holders of our drafts. I &. 
e no other alternative consistent with the | has been merely for the accommodation of persons 
ae desirous of securing land, for I could make nothing 
by the operation, as it would cost within a fraction 
ty to you, which may justify a little delay; but | of the 15 per cent. to convert Union bank funds into 
specie; and I knew I was doing it at my own risk, 


Tc will be a misfortune if the bank neglect its 


» most obvious course is, at once to take steps to 
force that duty, or to procure funds elsewhere to | being bound to the ! : 
ycharge your obligation to the government as |G. Gamble is president of the Union bank, (as, 
probably, you know), and is now charging 8 per 
cent. for exchange on the north, and the same for 
treasury notes, in his own obligations. 

2. As regards the draft for $8,000 in favor of J.| drews, the clerk and partner of said Allen, has sub- 
scribed for $3,000 more of said stock. 


sedily as possible. 
Fsrr: In the belief that you will apply the correc- 


nich the agents of the government are doing in 


arteen, in the other fifteen per cent.; and the gen- 


Mion. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


eary last,in a number of instances, (at the 


; * holes of the Union and Central banks of Florida, 
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I am, &c. 
EVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 


J. Allen, esq. 
wey of public money, Tallahassee, Florida. 


Tallahassee, Feb. 21, 1838. 
e, I feel it my duty to apprise you of some things 


s quarter. ‘ j rae 
r. M. J. Allen, receiver of public moneys, is in 


practice of exacting an exorbitant discount 
on the bank note currency of the country, when 
ered in payment of public lands. I have before 
a memorandum of two cases which occurred on 
» 16th instant. In one of them the discount was 


man who gave the memorandum stated to me that 
had paid the receiver as much as twenty per 
t. You will perceive that the effect of the 
ecie circular is to enrich your office, at the ex- 
nse of the people. 


Florida received from lieutenant John William- 


e receiver, for eight thousand dollars. The di- 
tions of Williamson were, to demand specie, 
th which to pay the workmen employed in the 


eiver had not the specie, and the draft would 
ve gone back protested, but that, on a promise 
Allen to refund the specie, the draft was paid by 
e cashier of the bank. I presume that the drafts 
the treasurer are predicated upon funds reported 
be in the hands of the receiver. It is matter of 
mplaint, that citizens have applied to enter lands, 
eir money was refused, and, after having convert- 
their bank notes into land office money, upon 
other application for their land they have found 
entered by the receiver or by his clerk, H. R. 
. Andrews. It is less than two years since either 
e receiver or his clerk has been in office. Of the 
evious pecuniary resources of the first, I have no 


On the 


bck of the Union bank of Florida forty thousand 
llars; and in name of Allen and Andrews, twen- 
thousand dollars; the subscription to be secured 
mortgage of land. | 


gov. Call, or any person possessing your con- 
ence, to investigate the matter, [ will adduce the 
1 Very 
spectfully, JOHN G. GAMBLE. 


he president of the U. S. 


Tullahassee, March 17, 1838. 
tr: Enclosed are answers to the charges prefer- 
against me by John G. Gamble, as communi- 


T expect to be in Washington city about the mid- 


plain] some of the circumstances connected with 


d me that he expected a draft in their favor, on 
P, for the amount of public funds in their hands. 
bu will please inform me whether this arrange- 
ent will be made, that, if fotherwise, I may take 
Pps to convert those funds into such as will suit 
* Sovernment, as I wish to pay the whole balance 

hand as early as possible. Very respectfully, 
bur obedient servant, M. J. ALLEN. 


Tallahassee, March 17, 1838. 


the order made. 


As regards my receiving bank notes at 15 
cent. discount.—I have, since about the Ist of 


"nest request of persons wishing to secure lands 
Fo Were unable to obtain the specie}, received. 


nds in one of the banks at Tallahassee, | and none other, at a discount of 15 percent. and at] 
no other rate. 


stantially correct, and [ have refunded the specie, 











Before I agreed to do this, the people 


What I have received 


overnment for specie. John 


Williamson.—The statement of Mr. Gamble is sub- 


as promised; but Mr. Gamble forgot to tell you that 
the Union bank had more than that amount of my 
funds in its hands, at that time, which he chose to 
call notes, contrary to justice and honor. 

3. The charge that persons have applied to en- 
ter lands, their money been refused, and the land 
subsequently entered by myself or Mr. Andrews, 
is wholly false, and I defy the evidence. Mr. An- 
drews is not my clerk, as Mr. Gamble very well 
knows; he is the clerk of Mr. Hackley, the regis- 
ter. I am attending to the duties of my own of- 
fice. When away last summer, Mr. Robert B. 
Copeland was my agent. 

The Union bank has lately bought out the Cen- 
tral bank of Florida; so that the amount in that 
bank, to my credit as receiver, is now due from the 
Union bank. M. J. ALLEN, receiver. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 

P. S. I invite the fullest and promptest investi- 
gation into my conduct as receiver, conscious that 
if I have erred, it has been through no improper 
motive. M. J ALLEN. 


Tallahassee, April 13, 1838. 
Srr: I have just received yours of the 2d current, | 
saying it is proper I should submit such proof as 
may be in my power in support of the charges 
made against M. J. Allen, in my letter of the 21st 
of February last, addressed to the president of the 
United States. 
Believing that you would direct an inquiry to be 
made here by some gentleman possessing the confi- 
dence of the department, and that Mr. Allen and 
the witnesses would be brought face to face, I have 
not deemed it necessary to obtain certificates to 
prove the charges. Indeed, I did not suppose they 
would be desired. Nor does your letter suggest a 
denial of any other than the charge in relation to 
the entry of lands which have been applied for by 
others. 
The gentlemen whose names are associated with 
that charge reside more than sixty miles from this 
city. I will write to them this day to furnish the 
proof you ask; but the great irregularity of the 
mails may prevent a receipt of their answer for | 
some weeks. 
But, although you mention a denial of one charge 
only, your letter asks proof of **that and the other 
charges.” I have accordingly written to the par- 
ties, (who I know did pay the discount on bank 
paper mentioned in my letter to the president), for 
their written statements. They, however, reside 
some seventy miles from Tallahassee, in an oppo- 
site direction. 
I presume, however, that when Mr. Allen reaches 
Washington, he will not deny the practice of which 
he is charged, and that the delay of proof will be 
iminaterial. 
In support of the other two facts mentioned in 
my letter to the president, I havea certificate oi 
the cashier of the Union bank of Florida. 
I must here apprize you that, in practice, the} 
two offices of register and receiver are virtually 
blended in one. The register, a most excellent 
and deserving man, had employed, as his clerk in 
the office, H. R. W. Andrews, to attend to the du- 
ties of the office. The receiver, Mr. Allen, subse- 
quently employed the same Andrews as his clerk. 
Almost all of the business of both offices is done by 
this clerk. Both offices are kept in the same room; 
and, in practice, the check intended by law in the 
establishment of the two offices is useless. I am 
sure that the register is unaware of the impropriety 
of the course, and that he will apply a corrective 
upon your giving him a hint to that effect. 
In conclusion, [ will say that my action in this 
matter has been dictated by a sense of duty—a duty 
to be performed by some one, although unpleasant. 
With Mr- Allen I have never had an unkind word, 
nor have I had towards him an unkind feeling. 
Very respectfully, . JOHN G. GAMBLE. 





Union bank of Florida, 
_. Tallahassee, April 14, 1838. 
I hereby certify that the statement made by 


John G. Gamble, in his letter of the 2ist of Febru; 
ary last, addressed to the president of the United 
States. in relation to the draft of the treasury de- 
partment in favor of lieutenant John Williamson on 
M. J. Allen, receiver of public moneys, for eight 
thousand dollars, is a true statement. 


I also certify, that, as stated in said letter, M. J. 


Allen did, on the 12th of February last, subscribe, 
in his own name, for four hundred shares (or 
$40,000) of the stock of this bank, and in the name 
of Allen & Andrews, two hundred shares; making, 
together, a subscription of $60,000. 


I also certify that since that time H. R. W An- 


JOHN PARKHILL, cashier. 


Tallahassee, April 18, 1838. 
Srr: Since the date of mine of the 13th current, 
I have seen one of the gentlemen to whom I had 
been referred for proof ‘that, after refusing the mo- 
ney of applicants for land, the receiver had entered 
the same land himself;”’ and I find that my inform- 
ant had misapprehended the facts of the case. The 
information was given in so positive a manner that 
I did not doubt its truth. But as there has certain- 
ly been mistake in one case, there may be mistake 


prize you of it, that Mr. Allen may not suffer from 
any untrue charge. ‘The other charges, I unders 
stand, are not denied by him. Very respectfully, 

JOHN G. GAMBLE. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Treasury department, April 2, 1838. 

Sir: Your letter of 17th ultimo is received, and 
Mr. Gamble has this day been written to, request- 
ing him to forward any evidence in his power in 
support of his charges, and especially the third, 
which you deny, and which is very material.— 
When the evidence is received, the president will 
decide on the whole subject. 


[ understand that the bank has made an engage- 
ment to pay here $10,000 on your account. If 
they pay more, it will be credited. TI trust that the 
drafts heretofore drawn on you will be promptl 
paid. In the mean time, it is desirable to get all 
your accounts arranged, as the department cannot 
consent to your leaving Tallahassee till the subject 
is adjusted. I am, respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Receiver of public money, Tallahassee, Florida. 


Washington, April 19, 1838. 
Srr: Enclosed are two statements: one made b 
H.R. W. Andrews, and attested by R. J. Hackley, 


_ (the register at Tallahassee), going to disprove the 


third charge of Mr. Gamble; and one from H R. 
W. Andrews, showing that my receiving bank notes 
at 15 per cent. discount was a relief to the people 


of 5 per cent. instead of being oppressive, as charg- 
ed by Mr. Gamble. 


You will perceive, by reference to the statement 
made below, (which you will find correct), that I 
have, since the 16th of Decémber, 1837, (besides 
disbursing all receipts), reduced the balance in my 
hands subject to draft $27,893 174, leaving the ba- 
lance now subject to draft $22,059. 

I enclose also a note;from Mr. Thomas, cashier 
of the bank of the Mefropolis, which I hope will 
be satisfactory as to the amount to my credit in the 
Union bank of Florida, which will be $18,365, af- 
ter deduc@ag the amount of a draft on me ($1,950) 
in favor of colonel Downing, which was yesterday 
sent to them by Mr. Thomas, and the amount in 
my hands (stated below) will be reduced to $20,109. 

T avail myself of this opportunity to state that I 
cid not leave Tallahassee on account of the charges 
preferred against me, but to transansact important 
business in New York, which required my personal 
presence. I shall return to Tallahassee next month. 

Very respectlully, your obedient servant, 

M. J. ALLEN, receiver. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 

Statement referred to above. 
Balance subject todraft Dec. 16, 1837 $49,952 174 
Balance subject to draft March 1, 1838 22,059 00 





Reduction $27,893 174 





Amount received by me since I have 
been in office, to Mareh 31, 1838 $179,844 294 
M. J. ALLEN. 





Hon. Levi Woodbury, sec. of the treasury. 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 


in the others; and I feel it my duty at once to ap- | 
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CHRONICLE. 

A man of athousand. A citizen of Dorchester. in 
Massachusetts,and not the wealthiest in the town either, 
has paid to a baker in that place the sum of $1,852 15, 
within the last five years, for bread, which has regular- 
ly been distributed to the poor and infirm in the neigh- 
borhood. ‘This is but one item, and the recipients of 
this bounty believe that he has bestowed double that 
sum in wood, provisions, and other necessaries, to 
them and others, who are sick and unfortunate. 


Cost of rail roads. The cost of sundry rail roads is 
thus stated in a late report of the directors of the Hou- 
satonic rail road: 


Per mile. 
Cost of the Boston and Worcester road $37,000 
nt Boston and Providence road 42,000 
* Norwich and Worcester road, 22,000 
ss Westera rail road 34,000 
v New Jersey do. 45,000 
s Camden and Amboy 40,000 
“5 Columbia and Philadelphia 40,000 | 
“ Alleghany and Portage 45,000 
4 Albany and Schenectady, 61,000 
a Utica and Schenectady, 19,000 
2 Stonington 52,000 


6 Harttord and New Haven, about 20,000 
sr Housatonic, about » 15,000 


Bank robbers arrested. About a year since, a pack- 
age of bank bills amounting to $6,300, belonging to the 
Ocean bank at Newburyport, and the Powow bank at 
Salisbury, Mass. was stolen from a small trunk in 
which it was sent to one of the Boston banks. The 
robbery was ascertained to have been coinmitted by an 
Englishman, named Freeman, and others. Pursuit 
was made, but Freeman escaped, and sailed for Eng- 
laicdin the packet ship Westminster, where he arrived 
in safety with his booty. He remained in England 
till March, when he returned with several accomplices, 
well furnished with all kinds of instruments for bur- 
glarious purposes. 

The London police officers having full information 
of the designs of these villians, communicated the fact 
to lord John Russell, from whose office despatches 
were sent over hither to the British consul, and by him 
laid before the police here by high constable Hays, who 
also had letters by the Great Western, advising him of 
the fact of Freeman, under the name of Arnold or Col- 
lard, with his wife and nephew, named Arnel, alias 
Ager or Aggett or Erget, having sailed in the ship 
Gladiator for this port. ‘The arrival of the Great Wes- 
tern before the Gladiator, brought the intelligence in 
season to be successfully acted on, and high constabie 
Hays having made arrangements with the keeper of 
the telégraph, to announce the Gladiator as soon as 
she appeared below, had his corps of officers, consist- 
ing of Homans, Sparks, b. J. Hays, and G. I’. Hays, 
ready to pounce upon, and secure the villians as soon 
as they should come within their grasp. 

The vessel arrived below on Wednesday night of 
last week, and the next morning Freeman, whose real 
name is Collard, his wife and nephew Arnel alias Ag- 
gett was arrested. Collard is to be sent to Boston, on 
a requisition from gov. Everett. The nephew is de- 
tained here, and the woman is discharged. 

[N. Y. Ex. 


On the 19th inst. sixteen steamboats and seven 
schooners arrived at or departed from the harbour of 
Cleveland, on Lake Erie. 


Dr. Wylie, president of Indiana college, had charges 
preferred against him in the legislature of Indiana, for 
mismanagement of the funds of that institution, un- 
gentlemanly conduct, &c. The legislature referred the 
subject to the board of directors, who, at the instance 
of the prosecutor, Dr. Fuster, agreed to conduct the 
case with the customary regulations of a court of jus- 
tice. ‘Che prosecutor, and the two gentlemen who en- 
dorsed the charges, were metnbers of the board. Dr. 
Wylie was unanimously acquitted; one of the endorsers 
resigned his seat during the trial, and the other, with 
the prosecutor, joined in the verdict. 


James river and Kanawha company. ‘The canal has 
been doing a good business since it was opened. We 
have been favored by the toll-gatherer with a statement 
of the amount of produce brought down, and merchan- 
dise carried up the James river canal, and the amount 
of tolls received, from the opening of the canal, (Janu- 
ary 12th), to the 13:h of April, 1839, both inclusive: 

Descending. 
2,373 hhds. tobacco. 
115 hhds. stems. 
107,708 bushels wheat. 

64,922 barrels flour. | 
196,900 lbs. miscellaneous articles. 
625,800 Ibs. manufactured tobacco. 

vO0 tons bar and pig iron. 
346 cords wood. 
85,000 feet plank. 
84,544 bushels coal. 
Ascending. 
3,935,500 Ibs. merchandise. 
2,066 sacks calt. 
1,113 hhds. liquors. 
354 tons iron. 
1,533 “plaster. 

34,039 bushels corn, oats, &c. 

Amount of tulls $16,746 35. 





I'he company are making the necessary arrange- 
, : = ‘tr’ > ‘ ss . 
ments tu extend their improvements. ‘They hope, that 


it will be in their power to complete their work up to 
Lynchburg, by the Ist of January next. They are 
about to make every effort for this purpose. us, 
the tolls will be greatly increased, nd g the confidence 
of the public and the legislature positively confirmed. 


Pere le Chaise. I have wandered thro’ that far-fa- 
med cemetery, that overlooks from its mournful brow, 
the gay and crowded metropolis of France; but among 
the many inscriptions upon those tombs, I read scarce- 
ly one—I read—to state so striking a fact with numeri- 
cal exactness—I read not ote: thane four or five in- 
scriptions in the whole of Pere le Chaise, which made 
any consoling reference to a future life. I read on 
those cold marble tombs, the lamentations of bereave- 
ment, in every affecting variety of phrase. On the 
tomb of youth, it was written that, “its broken hearted 
parents, who spent their days in tears, and their nights 
in anguish, had laid down here their treasure and their 
hope.” On the proud mausoleum where friendship, 
companionship, love, had deposited their holy relies, 
it was constantly written, “her husband inconsolable,” 
“his disconsolate wife;” “a brother left alone and un- 
happy has raised this monument;” but seldom, so sel- 
dom, that scarcely ever did the mournful record close 
with a word of hope; scarcely at all was it to be read 
amidst the marble silence of that world of the dead, 
that there is a life beyond; and that surviving friends 
hope for a blessed meeting again, where death comes 
no more. [Rev. Orville Dewey. 


The great bellof Moscow. Much has been said and 
written in relation to this wonderful mechanical pro- 
duction; and as there are many opinions afloat about 
the actual size of it, we subjoin a correct estimate of 
its weight and cost. Its actual Russian weight is 
12,337 poods, 443,772 pounds English gross weight. It 
was cast in the reign of the empress Ann, and cost a 
sum equal to 327,500 dollars. The sound of it rather 
amazed and deafened, than delighted the inhabitants 
of Moscow. Its real value is probably double its ori- 
ginal cost, for every one ambitious .to contribute to- 
wards it, threw gold or silver into the furnaces contain- 
ing the metal, which were four in number: The geo- 
metrical dimensions are as follows: The piece by which 
the bell was hung to the beam, from the top of the bell 
to the beam, 3 feet 1 inch; length of the bell, from the 
beam to the bottom, 21 feet 4 1-2 inches; diameter of 
the bell at the top, 7 feet 4 3-4 inches; diameter at the 
bottom, 22 feet 4 3-4 inches. 


The Army and Navy Chronicle states that, the opi- 
nion of the court of inquiry, at St. Louis, in the case of 
lieut. colonel J. B. Brant, deputy quarter master gene- 
ral, bas not been promulgated, but its tenor may be in- 
ferred from the fact that, a general court martial has 
been ordered to assemble at St. Louis, on the 15th 
June, for his trial. 


The court will be composed of 

Bvt. brig. gen. John E. Wool, inspector gen. 

Bvt. brig. gen. W. K. Armistead, col. 3d arty. 
Bvt. col. John B. Walbaci, lieut. col. Ist arty. 
Col. George Croghan, inspector general. 

Col. Stephen W. Kearny, Ist dragoons. 

Bvt. col. Wim. 8. Foster, lieut. col. 4th infantry. 
Col. Trueman Cross, ass’t. quartermaster general. 
Major Henry K. Craig, ordnance. 

Major Matthew M. Payne, 2d arty. 

Major Hartman Bache, corps top. engrs. 

Bvt. major Levi Whiting, 4th arty. 

Major Joseph P. Taylor, commissary of sub. 
Captain David H. Vinton, ass’t. quartermaster. 
Captain Wm. C. De Hart, 2d arty. judge advocate. 


Michigan. The legislature of Michigan adjourned 
sine die on the 2lst ult. after a session of 15 weeks. 
The following appropriations in aid of internal im- 
provements, were made during the session: To the 
Southern rail road, $100,000; Central rail road, $100,- 
000; Northern rail road, $40,000; Clinton and Kalama- 
zoo canal, $60,000; improvement of St. Juseph’s river 
$25,000; of Grand river, $25,000. The branches of 
the state bank of Michigan have been iocated by law 
at Detroit, Pontiac, Mount Clemens, Monroe, Adrian, 
Ann Arbor, Jackson, Marshall and Niles. 


The appropriations for works of internal improve- 
ment, though greatly reduced from the sums originally 
proposed, and amounting in all tono more than $350,- 
000, are yet thought, by the Detroit Advertiser, to ex- 
ceed the present means of the state. The whole of 
the ‘‘balance in the treasury,” amounting to upwards 
of $500,000, is said to be unavailable and uncome-at- 
able, in the Michigan state bank; and the three suc- 
ceeding instalments of the five miilion loan, will be re- 
quired to meet existing labiliues, In the progress of the 
the public works, and in reference to the ordinary ex- 
penses of the state government. In this state of things 
the Advertiser says: “The only practicable remedy 
which we can perceive, for the pecuniary embarrass- 
ments under which the state, and the people thereot, 
are.laboring, is time and retrenchment. It will go hard 
with our spoil-loving rulers—but they must come to It 
Necessity isa stern master. ‘They have exhausted the 
treasury—exhausted the people—exhausted their credit 
—now they are about to become economists from sheer 
necessity. It is time they should.” 

A few days before the adjournment of the legislature, 
gov. Mason sent a message to the house of represen- 
tatives, vetoing the bill “for the relief of certain settiers 
on the state lands.” 


Steam vessels of war. We learn from the New 
York American, that the board which have been si 





ting in Washington, to devise and recommend >| 

and models for steam vessels of war, have determin” 
to build two steam frigates over 1,600 tons burthen 
carry ten guns each, viz: two bomb cannon, and ¢; i 
forty-two pounders. One is to be constructed at i. 
Brooklyn navy yard, under the superintendence of Mr 
Hart. ‘The other it is supposed, at Philadelphia. 


_Gen. Wool, accompanied by lieut. Macomb, » 
sistant, passed up the Mississippi on the 7th ing, 0 
his way to Fort Gibson, having alread inspected th 
posts on Red river. [Army and Ndvy Chronicle * 


Mr. Verplanck has made a report to the senate f 
New York, on internal improvements. It propose 
expenditures as follows:— me 
For the Erie canal enlargement, includ- 


8 as. 


ing what has already been expended, $24 
For the lateral canals, qucluding wis! has eng 
already been expended and appropri- 
ated, - - - - - 8,000,009 
For rail roads, - - - 12,000,099 
ee Saas 
44,000, 
Present debt, , - ; 80000n 
ren nias 
52,000,000 
Deducting amount already expended or 
appropriated, and included in the pre- 
sent debt, - : - 5,000,009 
tain 
Balance, - : - $47,000.00 


Which will be the total amount of the public debt y 
the completion of all the public works. 


The “Wetumpka trading company,” a free bankiny 
association at tumpka, in Alabama, has gone gf 
bodily. The president, directors and company, hay: 
absconded to ‘Texas, with all the property of the cop. 
cern, upon which they could lay their hands. ip 
Wetumpka paper says, that ‘‘the systematic adroitnes 
with which they have swindled the community out of 
$125,000 to $140,000, puts Dr. Dyott and the Wild Cy 
banks at defiance.” 


Charles P. Clinch has been appointed deputy collec. 
tor of the port of New York. 


The Alexandria Gazette of yesterday states, that 
Cuartes Bennett, esq. late of that town, having pro- 
vided during his life for his immediate connexions, af 
ter leaving by his will several legacies to his friends, 
has devised the residue, being the bulk of his estate, 
his executors, in trust, for such purposes as they miay 
consider as promising to be most beneficial to the town 
and trade of Alexandria. 


St. Louis. 
osed, at this time, to fall little, if at all, short of 20,000. 
his number we must reinember only includes the in 
habitants of the city proper. 
is supposed that the pupulation woul 


Including the suburbs, i 


learn from the Republican of the 12th inst. The Se 
cond Presbyterian church have commenced a building 
of handsome style and finish, on the corner of Fift 
and Walnut streets. ‘The Methodist Episcopal church 
have purchased for 18,000, a lot on the corner of Fifi 
and Pine streets, on which they propose to erect 4 
more spacious building than that which they now po 
sess, and which, though among the largest in the cij; 
is found insufficient for their accommodation. Tie 
Catholics are also erecting a new and spacious church 
in Soular’s Addition of St. Louis; and several othe! 
buildings, as places of worship, besides those mentio!: 
ed, are in contemplation; and nothing but the high pr 
ces of materials and labor, as the Republican remaris 
will prevent the immediate commencement and eat!) 
completion of all or most of these buildings. 


The state bank of Michigan. The legislature haw 
elected the following gentlemen directors of the sale 
bank of Michigan, viz: Edward Mundy, John Biddle 
John S. Barry, Robert Stewart, B. F. H. Withercl, 
Zina Pitcher, Charles Noble, and G. W. Jermaine. 

Of the directors elect, the Detroit Free Press s4)* 

“From the political character of these gentlemen," 
will be seen that the legislature have carried out, in 
choice of directors, the spirit of compromise in whit" 


the bank bill was conceived and enacted. This 0 


together with the high character of the directors, bo! 
at home and abroad, gives assurance that no ardine!) 
circumstances will prevent the bank from being put!" 
to successful operation, and answering the warmest & 
pectations of its friends.” 


The Michigan house of representatives, have 
poned indefinitely, the senate’s bill, to remove the 
pitol of that state from Detroit to Marshall. 


A relic of antiquity. Mr. B.S. Prescott, of this! 
in ploughing the field, in what is called the Y orkshit 
uarter, a few rods from the Derby turnpike, 4 ” 
ays since, turned up from a deep furrow, an ancl’ 
silver coin, of about the size of a half dollar, which," 
being cleansed, was found to be in good preserval! 
It is covered with Hebrew characters, (as we are™, 









formed, not having seen it), and bears the oore f | 


1197—consequently must have been coined upW?’ 
of 640 years ago. It is a mystery how it came 
as the land is in a suburb of the town, was nevéel \, 
upon, and for many years was not cultivated. 
hope some learned antiquarian will give 1 id 
description of it. [New Haven Hera 


The population of St. Louis, Mo. is sup 


id exceed 30,000. 5 
Several new churches are in progress in the citv, as wef 
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